





CONGRESSIONAL 











BY BLAIR & RIVES. 











WEEKLY 








27 TH CONG..ccccovee ll ST SEss. 





Continued from No. 22. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Commit'ee ef the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Wittiams of Maryland, 
in the Chair,) and took up House bill No. 8, en- 
titled “A bill making appropriations for various 
fortifications, for ordnance, and for preventing and 
suppressing Indian hostilities, which bill had been 
returned from the Senate with certain addition- 
al items, to which items certain amendments had 
been moved by the Committee of Ways and Means 
of this House. 

The amendment were as follows: 

SENATE AMENDMENTS. 

Page 3 of the engrossed Dill, after line 21 insert— 

lst. For defensive works and barracks,and purchase of site 
ator near Detroit, Michigan, $50,000. _ 

Add to the end of the bill the following: | 

2d. For surveys in reference to the military defences of the 
frontier, inland and Atlantie, $30,000. 

3d. For arrearages due for roads, harbors, and rivers, where 
public works and improvements have hitherto been made, 
and for the protection of public property now on hand at 
these places, and for ariearages for surveys, and completing 
maps authorized by act of March 3d, 1839, $40,000. 

4th. For defraying the expenses of selecting and purchasing 
asite fora Western, Southwestern, or Northwestern Armory, 
to be selected by the President of the United States, the sum of 
$75,000. 

5th. For tne construction or armament ofsuch armed steam- 
ers or other vessels for defence, on the Northwestern lakes, as 
the President may think most proper, and as may be authori- 
zed by the existing stipulations between this and the British 
Government, $100,000. 

To which amendments of the Senate the Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means of this House proposed 
the following amendments: 

The ccmmittee recommend that the House concur in the 
first amendment, with the following amendment: 

Add thereto the following words: y 

For purchase of site, and for barracks and defensive works at 
or near Buffalo, New York, $50,000. 

For fortifications at the outlet of Lake Champlain and pur- 
chase of site, $75,000. 

For defensive works, barracks, and other necessary build- 
ings, and purchase of site for a depot at or near the junction 
of the Matawamkeag and Penobscot rivers, Maine, $25,00vU. 

The committee also recommend a non-coacurrence in the 
second, third, and fourth amendinents of the Senate, anda con- 
currence in the fifth amendment. 


The amendments were discussed by Messrs. 
DAWSON, FILLMORE, CLIFFORD, PEN DLE- 
TON, IRWIN. C. BROWN, PROFFIT, HOW- 
ARD, S. MASON, and SPRIGG. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved that the committee rise; 
on which motion the vote stood—ayes 24, noes 23: 
no quorum voting. 

The commitiee then rose and reported the fact to 
the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House; 
which was ordered. 

And the rell being called, 108 members answer- 
ed to their names. 

And the names of the absentees being called, 160 
members appeared to be present. 

All further proceedings in the call were then, 
on motion of Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, dispensed 
with, 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wit- 
LiaMs Of Maryland in the chair.) 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the committee 
should pass upon the amendments, so that the bill 
might be brought into the House, and the whole 
day not be lost in discussion 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON thought that a suggestion 
made by the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, (Mr. Dawson,} to commit the bill to 
the Committee on Military Affairs should be adopt- 
ed. It would be an econumy ef time, and he 
(Mr. J.) designed to move such a reference, with 
instructions. He was free to confess that the bill, 
in its present shape, could not command his vote. 
He was in favor of diminishing the amounts ap- 
propriated for the building and construction of 
forts, and increasing the appropriations for the pur- 
chase of ordnance. Mr. J. expressed his views on 
the subject at some length, and entered into a 
statement of facts for the purpose of showing the 


GLOBE. 











50 CTS. PER EXTRA SESSION. 





o> 
wis 


FRIDAY, 


AUGUST 


1841. 





propriety of the instructions which he was about to 
move. 

Mr. J. then moved that the bili be committed to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, with certain in- 
stractions. (Not read ) 

The CHAIRMAN said such a motion could not 
be made in committee. 

And the propriety of a commitment to the Com- 
mitiee on Military Affairs was spoken to briefly by 
Mr. FILLMORE and Mr. JOHNSON. 

Mr. J. then gave notice that he would submit 
his motion whenever it would be in order for him 
so to do. 

The amendments were further discussed by 
Messrs. RHETT, EVERETT, CUSHING, SAL. 
TONSTALL, ALLEN, TOMLINSON, SPRIGG, 
and TILLINGHAST. 

Mr. EASTMAN said, that as he had voted 
against the passage of this bill before it was sent 
to the Senaie, and should probably vote against the 
proposed amendments, by which the appropriations 
would be increased about half a million of dollars, 
he desired to state very briefly the reasons that 
governed his action. 

[Several voices here exclaimed, let the bill go 
into the House, and make your remarks there. ] 

Mr. Eastman. No, Mr. Chairman, I cannot 
consent 10 dothat. There is no chance for the mi- 
nority there. I cannot trust the assurances of gen- 
lumen; for no sooner is a bill reported to the 
House than the previous question is moved and 
carried, and all debate, however necessary and 
however proper, is at once cut off. Freedom of 
speech, sir, no longer exists in the American House 
of Representatives. It is now held, not as the 
fathers of our Republic designed, not by the tenure 
of the Constitution, but by the desperate will of a 
desperate majority. Itisin the Committee of the 
Whole alone, that the people and the people’s re- 
presentatives have any chance for a hearing. 
Even here is that chance but small and contingent, 
lable at any moment to be cut off by the same 
desperate will. Sir, I believe I do not err when I 
assert that, during this whole session, not a single 
bill has been reported from the cemmittee to the 
House that has not at once been subjected to the 
immediate action of the previous question. No, 
Mr. Chairman, gentlemen must excuse me. I 
cannot consent to waive the present opportunity 
for one of such doubtful expediency. But I assure 
gentlemen that I shall detain them but for a mo- 
ment, 


It has been charged, in some of the Federal 
prinis of the day, against my colleagues and my- 
self, that because we voted against this bill we are 
opposed to fortifying the country against foreign 
invasion. It is true, sir, that this charge proceeds 
from from a source entitled to but little considera- 
tion, when the position of those who make it, in re- 
gard to this very subject of fortifications, is taken 
into view. It proceeds from those who steadily, 
inflexibly, asd most obstinately opposed every ef- 
fort (o fortify the country during the last war; from 
those who opposed all appropriations for the rais- 
ing of troops, for the pay ef our soldiers, and the 
furnishing of supplies. It proceeds trom those 
who discouraged enlistments—who threw every ob- 
stacle in the way of a successful prosecution of 
the war—who ridiculed the struggles of our army 
and navy—who rejoiced at our defeats—and who, 
to crown the infamy of their course, united their 
efforts to get up the Hartford Convention, to shat- 
ter to atoms this noble Republic. And, sir, if our 
vote upon this bill, in a time of peace, cannot be 
justified, how can the course of those men, ina 
time of portentous war, when the dark clouds of 
adversity were lowering over our country, admit 
of even the slightest palliation? And with what 
propriety can they charge upon us, for opposing 
this bill, or accuse us of a want of patriotism in so 
doing? 

But, sir, I pass the charge, and those who have 
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made it, and proceed to give the reasons for op- 
posing the bili. Ator near the commencement of 
the present session, the honorable Secretary of 
War sent us his report, by which it appeared that 
the appropriations heretofore made by preceding 
Congresses had not been expended; and not only 
so, bat that they would not be expended 
the present year. Congress, by the requir 
ot the Constitution, will assemble on the first 
day of December next, months before the spring 
works can commence. Itis difficult to conce.ve, 
then, why these appropriations should be demand- 
ed at this extra session. The moneys already ap- 
propriated have not been expended, as th.» oflieial 
report shows. They are now on han; nor will 
they be expended till after Congress shall be toge- 
ther at ils next regular session. And yet, sir, by 
the provisions of this bill, over two millions ot dol- 
lars, which will not be used till next session, at 
to be appropriated; and if these amendments stic- 
ceed, another half million is still to be added. I 
ask, then, sir, why these appropriations at this 
time? The money is not wanted—it wil! not be 
used ull next year—ii cannot be oul ex- 
travagance and profligacy. It nee‘ed, i can be 
appropriated at the hext session of Congress, 
before it can be expended; and I look in 
among the arguments of gentlemen tor even a 
plausible reason for the passage of this bill. 

Sir, there is another reason for my opposition to 
this bill at this extra session. You have passed 
your loan bill—you have authorized your Seere- 
tary of the Treasury to borrow tweive millions of 
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dollars. Pass this bill and amendments, and you 
appropriate two millions and a half, aad your 
Secreiary of the Treasury forthwith borrows 
this amount to carry out the objects of the bill. 
Not only so, but it will be in his power to scatier 


it to ail the various points of the country where 
the money is to be expended, tosome forty-five 
places, aecording to the provisions of the bill, 
there to lie in the hands of disbursing agents, to be 
used or abused, or lost, perchance, before ican be 
expended. Sir, [have no doubt that those two 
millions and a half would be a very convenient 
political fund for partisans at these dif- 
ferent points to operate with, at the coming fa'l 
elections. Whether the Secretary of the Uieasury 
would be very scrupulous in thatrespect, | do not 
pretend to know. Of that leave the public to 
judge from his past political course. | 

But, sir, in addition to the abuse to which this 
money might be put, and the risk which the people 
wouldrun in having it transferred from pornt to 
point, and placed in the hands of disbur-ing agents, 
there is another suggestion connected with it, not 
unworthy of consideration. No sooner is this bill 
passed than this money is borrowed by the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury. [teannot be used until the 
next season—for at leaX eight months to come—- 
and thus sha!l we pay an in'erest upon this mo- 
ney, for these eight months, amounting to the round 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars. And this, 
cir, for the glorious satisfaction of doing some- 
thing at this extra session of Congress, called to 
“relieve the people.” 


But, sir, the gentleman from New York [Mr, 
FittmMore] who resides at Buffalo, and who has 
got an amendment to this bill for filty thousand 
dollars, to be expended at that place, very ingeni- 
uonsly coatends, that we may have war—war wih 
Great Britain. But the gentleman knows full 
well that if the appropriation is made now, it can- 
not be expended tll next season. He knows also 
that it can just as well be made at the next session 
if it shall be found to be needed, as at the present, 
and the country suffer in no respect whatever by the 
delay, but be the gainer, as I have before shown, 
in more ways than one. Still, the gentieman, who 


is a skilful tactician, and who is always for strik- 
ing when the iron is hot, would no doubt consi- 
der it a most desirable attainment, shouid he get at 
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this extra session fifty thousand dollars for his 
flourishing city—and, sir, he very shrewedly talks 
about war. Bat, sir, I can tell the gentleman, from 
New York, and the country too, that we shall 
have no war with Great Britain for the present. 
Sir, I assume this position for more reasons than 
one. But I am satisfied that so long as the pre- 
sent Secretary of State shall fill the office that he 
now does, so long as he shall manage our foreign 
affairs, and control our foreign negoliations, so 
lopg shall we have peace with Great Briain. Sir, 
this nation will be made to submit to almost any 
indignity in the opinion of honorable men, before 
that officer will suffer a war with that country. 
Look back to the last war, and see what his course 
was then? Sir, the records in this Capitol show 
his recorded votes against measure upon measure 
which it would be supposed that every patriot 
would have most cheerfully supported. 

On the 7th January, 1514, one of the darkest periods of the 


war, and after our gallant litte navy had covered itself with 
glory, he voted against an appropriation for defraying the ex- 
penses of the navy. 

(n the 10th, he voted against a propositiion more effectually 
to detect and punish traitors and spies. 

On the Lith, he voted against a bill making provision to fill 
the ranke of the army. 

On the 22d he sete, ina minority of seven, against a bill 
authorizing the enlistinent of troops for five years, or during 
the war. ; 

On the 25th, he voted against a bill for enforcing the non-im- 


portation laws. \ 
On the 8th February, against the bill to raise five regiments 
of riflemen. 


On the 26th Maroh, he voted against the bill to call forth the 
militia, to execute the laws of the Union, and repe. inva- 
#i0n. 

On the lat of December, only a few days before the sitting of 
the Hartford Convention, he voted against a bill to provide ad 
ditional revenue for defraying the expenses of the Government 
and maintaining the public credit. 

On the 10th, he voted to postpone, indefinitely, a bill autho- 
rizing the President of the United States to call upon the seve- 
ral States ior their respective quotas of militia to defend the 
frontiers againat invasion 

On the 13th, he voted againstthe same bil. Mle also voted 
against the bill to provide additional revenue for the support of 
Government and maintain the public credit, and also AGAINST 
AN APPROPRIATION FOR REBUILDING THE CAPITOL ANP PUB- 


LIC OFFICES WHICH HAD BEEN DESSTROYED BY THE ENEMY, 


Such were his votes and such his course when 
this country was engaged in a most ceadly struggle 
with the English nation. Nor, sir has his public 
career since that eveniful struggle been in many 
respects less exceptionable with :egard to that na- 
tion. I do not purpose to go into it. Many have 
charged that he is Briush in his feelings ana B.i- 
tish in his principles. But, sir, 1 make no such 
charge. My intention is to do him no injustice. 1 
sit in judgment upon no man’s motives. I speak 
only ef bis public acts. 
comment, and, as a public man, he cannot except 
to it. Sir, when I look back upon bis past history; 
when I cal! to mind his recent course with 
that nation in regard to the case of McLeod— 
when I reflect upon the crouching §servility 
which is manifested in his instructions to the 
Attorney General in that case—ordering him 
forthwith, in hot haste, to the Siate of New York, 
thata British ‘‘pirate” might receive no indignity— 
] assure the honorable gentleman from New York, 
that so long as he can manage to keep the honora- 
ble Secretary of State in bis present position, so 
long shall we have no war with Great Britain. 
American rights may be surrendered, and the 
American spirit crushed, but there will be no war; 
and the gentleman need not urge that as an argu- 
ment to obtain his fifty thousand dollars. 


Mr. Chairman, at a prorer time, atthe neat ses! 
sion of Congress, I will go with gentlemen into a 
full examination of the details of this bill, and will 
vote with them for whatever sums shal! be deemed 
necessary for putting the country in a proper state 
of defence. Sir, I am not opposed to for ifications. 
My constituents are not opposed to them. They 
are ready with their money, and, if need be, with 
their men, to defend the rights and honor of their 
country. But, sir, while they would goas far as 
the farthest in this respect, while they would jus- 
tify their representatives upon this flocr in making 
any appropriations which their judgments might 
dictate, they would never excuse them for voting 
for an ill-digested, premature, log rolling bill like 
the one now under consideration. 


_ Mr. CROSS moved an amendment «ppropriat- 
ing $25,000 for Fort Smith, Arkansas. Lost. 


They are fair matier of 


Mr. OLIVER offered an amendment appropri- 
ating $50,000 for Sackett’s Harbor. Lost. 

Aud then the amendments reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means to the amend- 
ments of the Senate were agreed to. 

And, on motionof Mr. FILLMORE, (for the 
purpose of having a vote taken in the House,) the 
amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 

And the committee rose, and reported the bill 
and amendments to the House. 

[A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Joun Ty er, 
jr. his Private Secretary, informing the House that 
the President had approved and signed a bill au- 
thorizing the recovery of fines and forfeitures un- 
der the charter laws and ordinances of George- 
town before justices of the peace. 

Also, the bill to extend the time for locating 
Virginia military land warrants, and returning the 
surveys thereon to the General Land Office. 

And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, August 20, 1841. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury conveying a report from the Commis- 
siener of the Land Office in answer to a resolution 
of the Senate calling for the names of persons to 
whom scrip for land claims had been transferred, 
was read, requiring time for making out the re- 
turns. The communicati.n and report were or- 
dered to be printed and laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented # memorial from 
the Board of Trade in Philadelphia against the 
present Bankrupt bill, and in case it should pass 
Congress, suggesting future modifications. The 
memorial was ordered to be printed and laid on 
the table. 

The Senate bill, for the charter of the six banks 
of the District of Columbia, with two amendments 
from the House of Representatives, came up for 
concurrence in the amendments. 

Mr. MERRICK said the amendments were so 
obviously necessary, that he hoped there would be 
no delay in adopting them. Ou e was to allow the 
banks to issue notes of intermediate denominations 
between five and ten doilars; the other was vei- 
bal. 

M:. BENTON observed that, trifling as the Se- 
nator from Maryland considered these amenc- 
ments, they just amounted to the same thing as 
allowing the banks to issue shioplasters of any 
amount Sev pleased. He called for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. MERRICK felt astonished that gentlemen 
on the other side should persist in charging him 
and his friends with any design of autt orizing these 
Distiict Banks to issue an irredeemabie currency 
of shinplasters—worthless trash of ‘he denomina- 
tion of six and a fourth cents, and so forth. There 
was no such desiga—nothing in the bill or amend- 
ment justified the assumptua. The liberty to s- 
sue notes of six, seven, eight, or nine dollars, was 
not of that character—it was necessary '!0 2)aa- 


teract the issues of othe: banks current in the Dis- 


trict of the same denominations. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ments, which were concurred in, by a vote of 24 
yeas, 14 rays, as follows. 

YEAS— Messrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Huntivgion, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Pheips, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
and While—24. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Calhoun, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Fulton, Linn, MeRoberts, Pierce, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, and 
Wreghit—l14. 

My. CALHOUN said tha, he rose to present, by 
request, the preamble and resolutions of citizens of 
the county of Goochland, on the important ques- 
tions which have been agitated in the Senate dur- 
ing the present session. The resolutions condemn, 
in strong and just terms, Bank, Distribution, Ta- 
nff, and the whole of that batch ot measures. 
Among the resolutions, there is one paying a high, 
aud, in his opinion, deserved compliment to the 
pairiotic conduct of Mr, Wiss, Mr, Hontgr, Mr. 








Matvory, and Mr. Gitmer, during the present 
session, and another, which warmly approves, in 
advance, the veto on the Bank bill. On the last 
of these resolutions he hoped he would be permitted 
to indulge ina few remarks. He concurred hear. 
tily with the meeting in the approval of the veto. 
It would do much good. It has destroyed the 
Bank bill, and, he trusted, would prevent the crea- 
tion of any Bank hereafter, which would, indeed, 
be a great deliverance. He went farther. He not 
only approved of the veto, but concurred with the 
President, that in vetoing this bill, with his opi- 
nions of the unconstitutionality and inexpediency 
of the Bank, long entertained, and often and fully 
expressed on many and solemn occasions, he but 
performed a high act of duty, both to the Consiti- 
tution and himself, for which he is entitled to the 
thanks of the country. As an act of justice to 
the President, he would go farther—even at tie 
hazard of being rebuked by those who assumed to 
be his friends, as he was when he interposed in his 
favor on a late occasion, and say that the case of 
Mr. Madison, in approving the Bank bill, is not 
at all similar to his vetoing this, to which the Se. 
nator from Kentucky compared it in his remarks 
yesterday. Itis well known that Mr. Madison, 
late in life, gave in to the most unfortunate and 
dangerous doctrine, that the Supreme Court was 
the interpreter of the Constitution in the last resort. 
With this opinion it is not extraordinary that he 
should feel himself authorized to approve the Bank 
bill, under the force of precedents and the decision 
of that Court. The case is different with Mr. Ty- 
ler. It is understood that he does not agree with 
Mr. Madison, as to the authority of the Supreme 
Conrt, in deciding on constitutional questions; and 
with this difference, itis not surprising that the con- 
sututional sc.uples of the one could be silenced by 
the decision of the court, backed by precedents, 
while that of the other could not, 

And here he would avail himself of the opportu. 
nity to make a few remarks on the veto power. He 
did not rezard that power with the aversion it was 
viewed on the opposite side of the chamber. On 
the contrary, according to his opinion, it was a high 
conservative power, intended not only to guard the 
rights of the Executive and that reserved by the 
Constitution to the States and the people against 
the encroachment of Congress, but also the weaker 
interes's of the community against the oppression 
and pluncer of the stronger. It was, in this view, 
a high and salutary power, which, from its nature 
as a negative power, was almost incapable of 
abuse. 


Having now expressed his opinion of the veto, 
he (Mr. Catuoon) felt called on, in candor, to 
say ihat he was not prepared to give a full appro- 
val of the veto message. There was a part which 
he did not profess to understand; he alluded to that 
which spoke favorably of the tunctions of banks 
as regulating exchauges; but, if the construction 
which was intimated yesterday in debate, by the 
Senator from Kentucky, be the one intended by 
the President, he would not give it his approba- 
tion. That Senator intimated ‘hat his friends con- 
templated the introduction of another Bank bill, 
to deal in exchanges, in coaformity with what 
was supposed io be the views of the President. 
In his opinion, such a Bank would be every 
wav as objectionable asthe one which has been 
vetucd. Hecould see no substantial difference 
betweea discounting promissory notes and bills of 
exchange, except that inthe former, the banks were 
resur.twd by the usury laws of the States where 
they were situated, while in the latter they were 
not. But he trusted that the interpretation attempted 
to be put on this part of the message was not the 
one intenaed vy the President; and thatif a bill, 
based on such construction, should be presented to 
him, that the same high consideration which con- 
trolled him in vetoing the one which he has, will 
as imperiously contro! him also in vetoing such a 
bill. As to himself, he wished to be distinctly un- 
derstood, he was opposed to the creation of a bank, 
or corporation of any form, as the fiscal agent of 
ihe Government. He believed, nowever modified, 
or wherever located, it would be alike unconstita- 
tional and inexpedient. I, (said Mr. C.) having 
now expressed my opinion of the veto, and the mes 











sage, will go a step farther. The Bank is not the 
only question at issue before the country at this 
important jancture. There are others of not much 
Jess import; among which the distribution of the r§ 
venue from the lands, and the tariff, now pending 
before the Senate, may be ranked as the most pro- 
minent. [trust the President will find it to be his 
duty to be found opposed to these, as well as to 
that which he has vetoed. If such should be the 
fact, my hearty approbation and support shall not 
be withheld. It has been my course under every 
President, while a member of Congress, to op- 
pose measures I disapproved, and support those I 
approved. This rule [ cannot depart from under 
this Administration; but there has been no Presi- 
dent whom I would more cheerfully support than 
I would the present, if the measures of his Admi- 
nistration should be such as to permit it. 

I regard (said Mr. C.) all the measures for 
which this session has been called, to constitute 
one system, of which each forms an essential part. 
They all point to one common object, whether in- 
tended or not—to build up a great overruling mo- 
neyed power, and to reduce the rest of the comrau- 
nity to servitude; yes, to the very condition the 
great producing classes are reduced in Europe. 
Thus regarding it, | shall wage interminable war 


against the whole, and shall oppose all who sup-~* 


portit. Ishall agree to no compromise, while 
liberty is atstake. If we shall be able to defeat 
the system at this session, with the aid of the Exe- 
cutive, it would be a great and glorious deliver- 
ance. Iam not certain but that the next best result 
for the country would be for our opponents to car- 
ry through all the measures which we have been 
called here this extra session to pass. The earlier 
the issue is presented to the people the better, if 
the system is to be adopted. It would give mere 
time for aclion, and make a more powerful appeal 
to the people, and tend more powerfully to rou-e 
them up to effectual resistance. Go on, then, gen- 
tlemen, (addressing the opposite side,) consum- 
mate all your schemes. Force them through, as 
short asis the time, by your gags and despotic 
rules. Let them go to the people. There is no 
gag on the ballot box. If the people shall decide 
that Taxes, Tariff, Debts, Distribution, and an 
all-powerful Central Bank, are blessings, be it so. 
If they are prepared to take chains, it is not in the 
power of mortal man to prevent it; but [ shall not— 
cannot—believe that this free, gallant, and en- 
lightened people, are prepared to sink down into 
base servitude to an odious moneyed power, till I 
have witnessed the reality of the sad spectacle. 

Mr. BENTON would avail himself of the occa- 
sion, and at the same time make his acknowledg- 
ments or the honor done him in the joint address 
of the resolutions to himself along with the Sena- 
tor frou South Carolina to express bis satisfaction 
that one of the hopes expressed in the resolutions 
had been accomplished: The veto message has 
come in! the Bank bill had been vetoed' Thank- 
ful and truly grateful for the good which the mes- 
sage contained, he would say to the objectionable 
paris, Restin peacc! The time may come when these 
may claim attention: For the present, we take the good, 
and pass by the bad. 

The veto message stops the bill! and for that, 
said Mr. B. lam thankful. It is a constitutional 
power, given to be exercised, and righteously ex- 
ercised on this occasion. 

I am a friend to the veto power, as given to the 
President in our Constitution. It is a salutary 
power, intended for the safety of the people, and 
always operating for their safety, by referring the 
question to the people themselves, to say whether 
it shall become a law or not. The veto establishes 
nothing —passes no:hing—enac's nothing —im poses 
nothing! It only stops the measure until the peo- 
ple can themselves act upon it. It is, theretore, 
an eminently popular power—like the veto of the 
Tribunes of the People among the Romans—and 
can only operate for the safety of the people. In- 
stead of being odious—instead of being considered 
despotic or tyrannica!—its exercise should always 
be hailed by the people as an act favorable to 
them, and giving them a chance to act before a 
measure is fastened upon them. Those only who 
are getting an advantage over the people—who are 
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gaining what they are not entitled to, and who are 


afraid of the people—they only are the persons to | 


whom a veto 1s a bad thing. 
I took no part in the discussion of the veto yes- 


| 


terday, but [ was an attentive listener, and was for- | 


cibly struck with the proofs which came out on 
this floor, of the great truth promulgated y ars 
ags, and which every American should wear en- 
graved upon his heart—that a National Bank was 
an institution of the most deadly hostility to eur form 
of Government. and may, some day, upsetit. We 
had proofs or this deadly hostility to our ‘form of 
Government” no less than three times yesterday, in 
the speeches of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cxay,] in hisdenunciations of the veto. First, he 
gave uotice of a new Bank bill, at this session, to 
be brought in and passed through, if it can be. This 
is a violation of the lex parliamentaria—-the parlia- 
mentary law—which forbids a second bill of the 
same nature to be brought in at the same ses- 
sion, after the rejection of a previous 
and is, therefore, a refusal to submit to the deci- 


sion of the constituted authorities on whom the 
passage of lawsdepend. It isa _ revolt of the 


Bank party against our form of Government, in 
relation to the passing of bills, and an attempt to 
overtbrow it. The people submit when their bills 
are rejected; the Bank party refuse to submit! and 
mean to keep us here ‘unul the President is con- 
quered, and the veto part of the Constitution ex- 
punged and rubbed out. Mr. B. here read from 
Jefferson’s Manuai the law of Parliament as he 
had laid it down; and said that the proof was com- 
plete, that this attempt to bring in a new Bank bill 
at this session of Congress, was a revolt of the 
Bank party against our Constitution, and an attack 
upon our form of Government. 

The next attack on the Constitution, of which I 
was witness yesterday, was the suggestion that the 
President should have kept the bill in his pocket 
for ten days, and so let the bill take effect for de- 
fault of returning it. This was a suggestion male, 


and was it ever made before? On the contrary, || 


what was said of President Jackson for not return- 
ing the Land bill in 1833, and the bill repealing 
the specie circular in 1837—bills which only 
went to him in the last hours of the expiring se - 
sion of Congress, and when there was no ten days, 
and hardly ten hours, for him to consider? Ty- 
rani! despoi! violator of the Constitution! pocketer 
of bills! sach were the epithets lavished upon him! 
and that by those who wish President Tyler to 
pocket a bill in the midst of a session, when he 
had not onl, ten days, but perhaps forty days, be- 
fore the session expires. This is unconstitutional. 
It is the duty of the President to retura the bill, 


with his approval or disapproval, in ten days, if 


not prevented by the adjournment of Congress. In 
the two cases of retained bills by General Jackson, 
Congress adjourned, not only before the tea days 
expired, but almost before they began—in the case 
of President Tyler, the ten days, and several times 
ten, existed. He would have violated the Con- 
stitution if he had not acted, and he is blamed for 
acting. He is blamed for not retaining the bill, 
and letting the Bank party get its charter in a case 
in which the Constitution denied it to them. In 
this they show themselves to be the deadly enemy 
of our form of Government, and endeavoring to 
upset it. 

The next point of this hostility to our form of 
Government was in the suggestion, that the Presi- 
sident should have resigned his place, rather than 
place a veto on this charter. This is an attack up- 
on that partof our Government which gives us 
a President—makes tim independent in his ac- 
tion—and makes it his duty to voto charter bills at 
least as much as any other bills. To require him 
to resign under such circumstances, is to attack 
our form of G>vernment in a vital point. Resign! 
A President to resign, to avoid disappointing a set 
of corporators, who want acharter to riot in the 
wealth and power of the country! Sir, he was 
placed there to arrest such bills as this; and to re- 
quire him to resign to avoid that duty, is an at- 
tempt to destroy so much of the Constitution. 
When has a President been required to resign be- 
fore? Called upon in the Senate to resizn—that 
Senate which is to try him, if heshoulddo any 


one; | 


ne ee ener ana en omg ena eS ee Am 


355 


thing thatsbould subject him te be removed from 
office? When was this done before? Never! and 
itis now done—'et the the people remember it—let 
them remember that this attack upon the Presi- 
dent, and atiempt to oust him, comes from the 
Bank party— hat pariy, which, in this, as in every 
thing else, proves itself to be the deadly enemy of 
our form of Government, and incessantly labor- 
ing to destoy 1!. 

Mr. B. siid these three attempts, all going to 
the overthrow of our form of Government, put the 
climax on the conduct of the Bank party for ten 
years past. Their atrempts to influence legislation 
by loans to some, claps for others, hisses to others, 
and mobs for the President’s House, were all so 
many attacks upon our form of Government, and 
the three propositions of yesterday, cap, crown, and 
climax the whole. It is {rom the Bank party, and 
the Bank party only, that all these attacks upon 
our form of Government come. This party are 
always in attendance here, equipped as the occa- 
sion may require, to applaud, and pamper, and en- 
rich those who give them chariers;to insult and 
outrage those who stand between them and their 
prey. Let the people see, remember, and take it 
to their heurts, that all these outrages to the form 
of their Government come from the Bank party! 

After some remarks by Mr. Arcaer, in reply 
te Messrs. Catnoon and Benton, which was ea- 
tirely inaudibie at our desk, the question was 
taken on the printing of the proceedings, and 
agreed to. 

The Land Distribution bill then came up as in 
committee of the whole, for further amendment. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to amend the 
second section so as to place the Territories now 
organized, or to be organized hereafter, on the 
same footing as the District of Columbia with re- 
gard to the general distribution; but leaving out 
the ten per cent. His object, he stated, was to 
place both the District and the Territories on the 
same footing with the Siates in the general distri- 
bution, so that the question might then be taken 
whether the District and Territories shall be left in 
or stricken out. 

Mr. BENTON observed that this was trenching 
upon our thander. (For his remarks in full, see 
Appendix.) 

Mr. McROBERTS said it was identical with the 
proposition he had made, with the exception ihat it 
was proposed to insert it two or three words from 
the place proposed by him. 

Mr. SMITH then, as it was not in order, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. WALKER made some inquiry, not dis- 
tinctly heard, as to the necessity of a correction in 
ihe clause relative to the payment to Mississippi 
aod Alabama of the two per cent, fund. 

The correction was made. 

Mr. KING wished to know whether it was the 
intention of the committee who framed the bill, that 
the gross proceeds of the public lands, after the im- 
mediate expenses of bringing them into market, or 
the nett proceeds or residue after cost and ex- 
penses, should be distributed. As he understood 
the section of the bill on this point, the mere ex- 
penses of bringing the lands into market, were all 
that would be deducted. Tne cost of acquisition 
fell upon the public Treasury. If it was not in- 
tended to make this distribution partly out of the 
Treasury and partly out of the public lands, how 
will the annuities to th: Indian tribes be paid when 
the proceeds of the lands are disiributed? How 
were the expenditures in treaties with Indian tribes 
for their lands, to be paid? How was the cost of 
lands purchased from them, and from foreign Go- 
vernments, to be reimbursed, if not from the lands 
themselve-? If all these were paid out of the pub- 
lic Treasury, were they not yet due by the public 
lands to the Treasury. And how canjthese lands be 
distributed, without also distributing that portion of 
the revenue vested in them? He would propose an 
amendment in the 2d section and 10th Line, by insert- 
ing a proviso, that the expenses of Indian treaties, an- 
ouities, and cost of extinguishing Indian claims, be 
deducted fr: m the proceeds of the sale of lands be- 
fore there is any distribution. He confessed he 
could not have much expectation that this amend- 
ment would prevail; but he thought it right to give 
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the gentlemen on the other side an opportunity of 
showing that they really did not intend to distribute 
the public revenue. 

The amendment was: 

Seciion 2, line 10, afier “States,” inser'—annal- 
ties, and other charges, payable to Ind:ass on ac- 
count of purchases of Jand; also, the expenses ol 
holding treaties with the Indiaus for the future P ui- 
Chase of lands, and the cost of such purchase 

Mr. SMITH of Iadiana said he shoull not go 
into an argument to refute the positions of the Se- 
nator from Alabama, [Mr. Kine,| vor should he 
to-day attempt to discuss the differen! props silions 
for amendment that might be made by the geatle- 
men opposite. - As chairman of ‘he committee, he 
was almost compelled to cease debating any ques. 
tion, for he saw the Land bill was to be opposed 
Without end, and thatamendmen! 
would be proposed by those whe would alterwards 
vote against the bi'l, whether their amendments 
were adopted or not. Tae bill had been now un- 
der discussion two weeks; but if it was ionger ¢on- 
tinued, it would oot be his fault. He for one, and he 
spoke only for himself, had resolved that the vo'e 
should be taken before the adjournment to-day; 
ard he therefore urged the frien !s of the 
to stand by the bill and vote as the amendments 
arese, He pressed the necessity of bringing the 
matier toaclose. He, for one, was ready to meet 
the crisis without further debat Tie country 
would appreciate the cry of the Senators over the 
way, that they were not to debate the merits of the 
bill, while they had the debate almost exclusively 
left to themselves, and while they were almost con- 
tinnaily on the floor, There mght be something 
inthe text, if it were not for the commentary. 
Aso the amendment of the Senator, he (Mr. 
Smira,) if he were disposed to go into argument, felt 
no doubt that he could meet the positions assumed, 
to his own satisfaction at least. He might even, 
in all kindness, refer the Senator to his own very 
able report made in 1832, as entirely conclusive 
against his amendment. 

Mi. KING explained that report, and showed 
that, instead of being an argument azainst his 
amendment, it was directly in support of it. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, that if he right!y under- 
stood the declaration of the Senator sa lodiana, 
(Mr. Smiru,] itamounted to this: that further dis 
cussion Was to be sappressed, *by voting down eve- 
ry thing by force of majorities, without a 
any reason. 

SMITH of Indiana observed that what he 
did say was, that he would not himself enter into 
discussion. 
* Mr. CALHOUN certainly understood the Sena- 
torto mean thal, as chairman of the committee, 
his object was to prevent debate, in order that the 
bill might be brought to the vote before the adjourn- 
ment to-day. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana saie that, so ‘ar as he 
was himself concerned, that was his object. 

Mr CALHOUN thc ught that a most extraordi- 
nary declaration. As chairman of the commuiitee, 
the Senator was looke} to by his ftriens ior their 
guide, and whatever he did they wouldco Theie 
had been no discussion kept up by his (Mr. Ca- 
HOUN’s) friends for mere purposes of Gelay; they 
had, long ago, offered to ‘ake the vote, aid for that 
purpose proposed withdrawing all their amend- 
ments; but the gentlemen were noi ready; they had 
to kill time, by taking up one thing after another— 
the velo message, amongst the rest—and to wait 
tor the passage of the Bankrupt bill, before they 
could dare to venture on the vote. This is one of 
the most important amendments offered to this bill: 
it is no less than a test question, whether gentle 
men do or do bot mean, ia spite of their professions, 
to distribute the public revenue from (h2 custom. 
house, which supplies the Treasury. Now, in op- 
position to this whole system of distribution, it was 
his purpose to be heard, and he would b> heard as 
a matter of right. If the gentlemen were disposed 
to Say there should be one or two days devoted to 
lebate, on the general merits of the bil!, after the 
amendments had been disposed of, he would have 


no Objection to geiting through the ameadments 
without delay. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama thought it most extra 
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ordinary that an opportunity for discussion should 
be denied on propositions which the gentlemen op- 
posite knew iu their own hearts were necessary to 
ine perfection of their own measure. It certainly 
must be because they could not argue against their 
own conscientious convictions. Here was a propo- 
sition to ascertain the nett proceeds of the public 
ards in the only honest way it could be ascertain- 
ed, by deducting the cost of acquisition and subse 
quent expenses up to the day cf sale, before a re- 

should be set apart for distribution; or, in 
other words, to refund to the Treasary the ad- 
vances made from the public revenue, before a 
balance was strack for distribution. Could the 
gentleman say one wotd without admitting that the 
cost of acquisition was advanced by the Treasury, 
-nd, to disuibute the lands thus paid for, would be 
nothing but distributing the revenue which supplied 
the Treasury?) Were not these lands paid for by 
duties received on merchandise, and should not 
their cost be refunded before the lands, or their 
proceeds, cught te be distributed? It has been ar- 
gued that the public lands had already repaid their 
cost of acquisition. This he denied, and would 
prove it from indubitable evidence, which he hap- 
pened to have in his drawer. 

Here Mr. Cray produced one of the public do- 
cu.rents, showing that the public lands are yet 
considerably indebted to the Treasury, after 
deducting all receipts fromthem. Near the close 
of 1839, this balance against the public lands was 
upwards of seventeen milhons of doilars. The re- 
turns upto 30th September, 1840, showed sales 
that year amounting to over three millions, de- 
ducting six hundred thousand dollars of expenses, 
and still leavit ig the gross balance due to the Trea 
sury, on that day, $14,743,000. Now, wasit not 
clear that this balance ought to be returned out of 
the proceeds of the sale of public lands, before any 
distribution should be made; and that, if it was not 
returned, the distribution would, in point of fact, 
be disuibution to that ainount of the custom-house 
duties received for revenue? 

Mr. WRIGHT observed, that the question, 
stripped of all delusion, was, whether money raised 
by taxes, for the economical administration of the 
General Goverament, was to be distributed to the 
severe! States, or applied solely to the purposes 
for which it was authorized to be raised. That 
the gentleman into whose hands the present 
Administration of the General Government had 
fallen, construed the que stion in the sense fa- 
vorable to their system of cistribution, was evident 
from the fact that they had passed by the power of 
their majorities in Congress an act ‘o raise mo- 
ney to a large amount by borrowing and creating 
anational debt, and were goivg to pass another 
act by the same means, to raise money by addi- 
ional taxation on articles of general consumption, 
forthe mere purpose of distributing a portion of 
xe public revenue, They are so impatient to bor- 
iow money and raise taxes, that they may distri- 

ve largely, that they cannot even wait to refund 

Treasury what has been advanced to acquire 
the public lands. If the amendment now offered 
is adeped, they say the whole princip'e of their 

bli is destroyed. They want the principle to re- 
main a , that they can borrow money, and 
raise revenue by increased taxation for the pur- 
pose of purchasing lands and distributing them, 
andso go on, taxing and borrowing to distribuie, 
and distribuung to create a necessity for farther 
taxation and borrowing. 

‘Vhe States have to be bribed to wink at taking 
money out of the Treasury, that the people may 
be taxed to put it back again into the Treasury, 
and then the States bribed over again that th- peo- 
ple may be taxed over again. Aandso it is !o go 
on. The bill bas been cunningly devised jor this 
it goes on to state that the preceeds of 


' 


peration. 
he public lands shall be distributed, and then it 
provites nevertheless that certain deductic ns are 
to be first made. And what are these dedactions? 
Why, merely the expense of bringing them into 
market. The cost of the raw material is left out; 
the mere expense of survey and clerk hrre is re- 
funded, and then the balance is distributed. In 
other words the money to purchase the lands, or 
extinguish the Indian tide, is to be taken oat of 

















the Tre sury, from the taxes levied on the country, 
through its eonsumption, and then the lands or the 
money received for them is to be given to the States, 
as if they had not costa dollar. The chairman 
of the committee indeed thinks there may be a 
balance due from the Treasury to the public lands, 
He forgeis, when he says this, that he stated quite 
the reverse in his opening speech. At first this 
distribution was to last but five years; now it is to 
be perpetual, unless this bill was repealed. 

The Senator from Indiana (Mr. Smira) made a 
grand display of the resources offered by this im- 
mense fund, the public domain—assuming that 

rere were yet two thousand millions of acres to be 
dispesed of. Well, perhaps he was right; but the 
Senator forgct to state the whole truth, namely, 
that only about two hundred millions of acres had 
yet been paid for, and that money has to be bor. 
rowed, and taxes have to be raised, to pay for 
eighteen hundred millions of acres more, before their 
proceeds can be distributed. But the principle is 
established in this bill, and who can tell the extent 
of borrowing and taxation which is to be resorted 
to to carry outthe whole design? 

Mr. CALHOUN said the amendment proposed 
the naked issue, whether this bill is what it professes 
to be or not. It professes to be a bill to distribute 
the nett proceeds of the public Jands, when the 
course of those who advocate it in resisting amend- 
ments that will restrict it to that object, shows con- 
clusively that it is to be a distribution of the reve- 
nue derived from customs. Gentlemen, by their 
silence, admit this to be its purpose, and they act 
prudently in remaining silent when they can nei- 
ther deny nor cefend. The bill was false, fraudu- 
lent, and deceptive; and he would inform Senators, 
if they intended to force it through to-day, they 
would have 2 hard job of it. 

Mr. SMITH of Iodiana called for the question. 

Mr. WOODBURY, Mr. BENTON, Mr. CLAY 
of Alabama, and Mr. ALLEN, respectively ad- 
vocaied the amendment, wiih irresistible power of 
argument. 

And then the question was taken on its adoption, 
by yees and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
bam, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge—24. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following amend- 
meni: 

Be it enacted, That this act shal! not take effect 
for the distribution of any money whatever under 
ils provisions, until the whole of any debt which 
may be created under laws passed at the present 
session of Congress shall have been paid off. 

He wished to see the twelve million national debt 
extinguished before any branch of the public reve- 
nue is squaodcred away in useless presents to the 
several States. And to show the country who 
were in favor of distributing the revenue, while 
they were creating a debt, he would call for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, tue same amend- 
ment in substance had been already rejected, but 
he would waive the point of order he might raise 
vn that, and hoped the amendment would be voied 
down. 

The question was then taken onthe amendment 
by yeas and nays, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Falton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Tappan, Wal- 
ker, «Williams, Woodbury, Wright,and Young 
—20 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White and Woodbridge 
—26. 
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Mr. BENTON proposed an amendment bat the | 


duration of this act should be limited to five years, 
and on this he called for the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken and resulted as fo ‘lows: 

YEAS—Meessrs, Allen, Benton, Calhoun Clay | 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulion, King, Linn, Me | 
Roberts, Mouton, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Ta>pan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- | 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangim, | 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- | 
tiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Inciana, Sou- | 
thard, Tallmadge, White aud Woodbridge—26 

Mr. McROBERTS moved to strike from the 
terth section, which provided for pre-emptions, | 
these words: 

“No person, who is the proprietor of three hundred and 
twenty acres of land in any State or Territory of the United 
Siates, and no person who shall quit or abandon his residence | 
on his own land, to reside on the public land in the same State 


or Territory, shall acquire any right of pre-emption under this 
act.” 


| 
Mr. McRoserts commenced by saying that the | 
whole bill seemed to be a departure from all for- | 
mer legislation, and that this provision in regard to 
pre-emptions wo ald, if not stricken out, be most 
singularly op >ressive. The bill pretended to grant 
pre emptivi s; out, sir, said Mr. McRosenrts, it is a 
mere pre: nce. Asa Western man, he had been 
accustomed to I-ok to the practical operations of | 
laws connected with the public lands. 

The bill upon its tace promises a pre-emption 
right to the hardy pioneer, who makes his way 
into the wilderness, and builds a_ habitation for 
himself and family. And after making this pro- 
mise, it is filled up with a list of resfrictions upon 
the right that makes it whelly valueless. Let us 
analyse this pre emtion privilege, in erder that the 
public may undersiand the imposition, and appre- | 
ciate the injastice of its provisions. The bill pur- 
ports to graut pre-emptions, and then presents this 
list of exceptions. 

Ist. They shail not be allowed, unless the land | 
shall have been surveyed previous to the settlement | 
and occupancy. And yeta'l must know that the 
delay in making the public surveys is the fault of 
the Government, if fault it can be called, and not 
of the party claiming the pre-emption. 

2. Lands upon which are siiuated salines or | 
mines are excluded, without telling us what sort of | 
mines. It may, therefore, extend to ceal, as will 
as to other minera!s, 

And 34. No person who is the proprietor of 
320 acres of land in any State or Territory, or 
who shall abandon his residence on his own land 
to reside on the public land in the same State or | 
Territory, shail be entitled to the benefits of the 
act. 

To show the great injustice of this last exception, 
let it be remembered that no small portion of the 
emigrants to the West leave their poor lands, | 
which they cannot sell at fair prices. They retain 
the tile ofthe lands they abandon, in hopes that at 
some more favorable period they may obtain 
something for them. They seex a home on the 
fertile lands of the West, and yet this bill denies 
them a pre-emption because they have not, and 
could not, withont a great sacrifice, dispose of the 
tracts they have left on this side of the Alleghanies. 

Again, hundreds of men own tracts of Jand in 
the military surveys in the West and Southwest, 
but which may be swamp, or barren hills, or sub- 
ject to inundation; or from locality may be liable | 
to sick 1ess; or it may be smooth praine, without 
a stick of timber, and which would make it absc- 
Intely impossible for the owner to reside upon il; 
land which he could notsell at any price, or at any 
thing like what he may have paid for it—yet such 
an individual is excluded from a pre-emption un- 
der this bill! : 


These remarks apply to the first part of the 
the provision proposed {o be stricken cut. The 
other part excludes the pre-emption privilege from 
those who leave their own land to reside on ih 
public land. 


Sir, said Mr. McR, there may be good reasons 
why persons may desire this right of locomotion. 
It may be that they have large families, a very 
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common thing with us in the West, and that they 
may be residing on a tract of land too small (say 
forty acres) to answer the purposes afa large fa- 
mily; or the land they own may be destitute of 
timber, or water; or the tract settled upon may 
prove tu be unhealthy. All these would Le good 
reasons why any man might desire to wemove, and 
why duty to himself and his family would 
make it imperative that he should, in the 
language of the Dill, ‘‘quit his own land” 
and yet, wr, this bill, the offspring of modern 
Whigery, of a party that claims all the talents, 
piety, and decency, refuses to a feilowman, thus 
situatad, the rightof pre-emption upon the public 
lands! It seems to me that this is notonly unjust, 
but oppressive and unjust. Why is the pre-emp- 
ffve privilege thus resiricted and frittered away? 
Does and Senator suppose, that te go on the pub 
lic lands; to seek homes in the wilderness; and to 
build houses, and open farms, is a mere mat- 
ter of holyday sport? Dovs any suppose 
that men well situated on their own lands, 
would readily abandon their homes to encoun- 
ter the labor and hardships incident to new 
and remote settlements? If they do, let me say 
that their opinions are founded in very great er- 
ror. 

This bill subverts the long, and enlightened, ani 
well-setiled policy of the Crovernment, in granting 
pre-emplions for the protection of actual settlers 
It imposes restrictions that were never before im- 
posed, and refuses pre-emptions in cases where 
they have always been granted. It is framed upon 
a pcelicy so parsimonious, that asa measure of le- 
gislation, it is unworthy of the agein which we 
live. 

The pre-emption laws from 1812 down to 1849, 
have all been departed from, and their spirit vic- 
lated by this bill. We have get into a new age 
since the 4th of March.. We are ‘old this isa 
Whig meature, and that it is a Whig bill. Beit 
so. If your inexorable majority refuse to amend 
it by striking out the odious provision I have com- 
mented upon, the people of the West will under- 
stand you. 

I should, said Mr. McRoserts, rejoice to see an 
enlightened policy adopied now, that you are about 
to make a fina) disposition of the public domain. 
What you do now, if this agrarian bill pass, ean- 
not be easily undone. 

Nothing could tend more to elevate the charac- 
ter of the country in the affections of the people, 
than to see her holding out a liberal protection and 
encouragement to the Wes'‘ern emigrants—to vour 
hardy and brave sons who become the pioneers of 
the wilderness. Forsll the high attributes with 
which nature has endowed man, a nobler or more 
honored race has never lived upon the face of the 
earth. The privations incident to such a life, and 
which they have to encounter, and which result in 
the rapid imprevement of the country, are worthy 
of your sympathies, and demand at your hands a 
higher policy than this miserable bil] 1s attempting 
to establish. 

The question was taken and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Me srs, Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mouton, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Tappan, 
Walker, Williains, Woodbury, Whigh', and 
Young—19 

NA YS—Messrs. Bates, Bayarc, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evane, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—Q6. 

Mr. ALLEN offered the following amendmert: 


“That no money shall be distributed under tt ret, until 
there shall be a surplus in the Treasury, without keeping on 
the taxes now levied, or that n ay hereafter be levied upon the 
people, in the form of duties on tea, coffee, salt, and other ne 
cessaries of life, used by the general body ofthe community.’ 


Mr. BENTON advocated at some and 


length, 


showed the necessily of this amendment, explaining 
the injustice of increasing duties on the prime neces- 
saries of life for the purpose of raising menue 
to distribute it under the pretence of distributing 
the proceeds of ‘he public lands. 

On this question the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, and resulted as follews: 


357 


|| YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clav 


of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Monton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Tappan, Walk- 
er, Wiliams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—18. 

NAYS—Messr«. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Ciay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evaps, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
K-r, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith of In- 
diana, Southard, Tallmadge, White and Wood- 
bridge—28 

Mr. CALHOUN offered an amendment, the 
purport of which way, that the mengy already due 
by the States, under the deposite act, distributing 
the surplus revenue, should be deducted in propor- 
tion to the debts of the respectiwe States to the Ge- 
neral Government, from their shares of distribu- 
tion under Mr. CaLuoun argued most 
convincingly that there was no understanding at 
the time of distributing the revenue that it was 
to be considered a grant, not to be refunded to 
the General Government. He maintained that there 
could not be an easier or more desirable way for the 
States to get rid of theirdebt to the General Go- 
vernment than that proposed by this amendment. 
It would, in the end, be the same to them as if 
they were granted somuch. Hecalled for the 
yeas and nay: 

Mr. BENTON observed that it would not only 
be an easy way for the States to get rid of the 
vexed quest/on about their indebtedness fer that 
distribution of surplus revenue, but would enable 
he General Government to retain twenty-five mil- 
lions to fill up some part of the vacuum occasioned 
by paying for the public lands about to be distri- 
buted, 


this act. 


The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
an’ deeided as follows: 

YEAS—Viessrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulio>, King, Pierce, Tappan, Wal- 
ker, Willia Woodbury,and Wrght—12, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Bertion, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntingten, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick,Miller, Morehead, Phalps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Rives,Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sc uthard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—29 

Mr. LINN offered an amendment as a new sec- 
tionat the end of the bill, as follows: 


“And he it furt} 





r enacted, That this act shall! not take ef 


tuntilhsuch of the public defences aa are now in a atate of 
progress, and which it shall be deemed proper to complete, 
consisting of forts, ships, &c. shall be completely finiehed and 
ready for use and action.” 


On which he ealled for he yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and resulted: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, 


of Alabama, Fulton, 


3enton, Calhoun, Clay 
King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Picree, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wricht, ar ad Younge—16. 

NAYS—"lessre. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Hender- 
Hunti Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Mil. 
ler, Moreheat, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, 
Smith of Intiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadze, 
Whi'e, and Woodridge —29. 

Mr. ARCHER « ffered an amendment, the por- 
port of which was not distinetly heard, but it was 
understood to be that five hundred thousand acres 
of land should be set apart to satisfy outstanding 
Virginia military c'a ms. 

Mr. CLAY ot Kentucky hoped his friend would 
not persevere in this amendment. It would be 
encumbering this bill with what had no connection 
whatever with it. At the proper time, and as a 
s*parate meacure, it would receive his (Mr. 
Ciay’s) consideration with a sircere cesire to deal 
ja-tly wih th 

Mr. ARCHER made some remarks in reply, 
but they were n w atone of veice that their 
purport Was not understocd in the gallery. 

Toe amendment was vi ted down without a di- 
vision being ea''ed for. 

Mr. WOODGURY turned the attention of the 
chairman of the commitee to the inconvenience 
hat might arice out of the requiremen's of the 
hird section in making calculations for the pay- 
ments as therein stated. 


son, g'on, 
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Mr. SMITH of Indiana did not see any diffi- 
culty in the matter that wou'd not easily be adjust- 
ed by the Treasury Depariment. 

Mr. WOODBURY offered the following to the 
tenth section: 











“Py ovided, That the distribution proposed in this act shall 
not be made at any time when, in consequence of the passage 
of this act, it wil! be, or has been, necessary to borrow money, 
or impose duties on any description of Imports higher than 


twenty per cent. in order to defray promptly all the public ex- 
penditures.’’ 


Mr. CALHOUN was very much obliged to the 
Senator from New Hampshire for so for valuable 
an amendment. It was the very thing required by 
the Southern’ members to test the sincerity of the 
gentlemen on the other side, with regard to the 
Compromise act. The vote on this would decide 
whether they meant to respect that act. He re- 
joiced that it was in his power to put the question 
to them now. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed that they 
would by able te prove their sincerity when the 
tariff bill came "p. 

Mr. CALHOUN said now was the time. If this 
bill once passed without such an amendmentas this, 
it would be too late for any safety to be found in 
the tar)ff bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky would appeal to the 
Senate—to the gentlemen opposite—not to persist 
in this course. This subject had been already ex- 
hausted. If the honorable Senator would only 
have patience till the tariff bill came up, he would 
find there was no occasion for these doubts. He 
(Mr. Cray) would promise that all necessary re- 
trenchment and economy of the Government 
would be followed up—something had already 
been done—much more would be done—but all 
could not be accomplished in the first six months 
of the Administration being in power. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that the Senator had 
said a good deal about the Administration, bat 
among its virtues had not alluded to proscription. 
Yet what had required more explanation? 

Mr. CLAY ot Kentucky, (from his seat.) We 
will talk about that in cooler weather. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Some time ago the Senator 
told us the Government would be run aground be- 
fore the end of the session for want of means, and 
now he seems quite impatient to diminish the 
means of the Tieasuiy by an annecessary dis- 
tribution. It this extra session had to-be called for 
any purpose at all, it ought to have been for a re- 
vision of the tariff, with a view of preserving the 
faith pledged by the compromise act. This revi- 
sion should have taken precedence, instead of wast- 
ing the session on bilis to raise eighteen millions of 
dollars by loans, before the means for redemption 
were provided. Had economy and prudence been 
more in view than expenditure and raising 
means to meet it, the borrowing would not have 
preceded the efforts to retrench and reform. If 
there was no intention to violate the compromise 
act, by pushing taxation past 20 per cent. why any 
opposition to this amendment? 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, and Woodbury—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. WOODBURY offered another amendment, 
at the end of the 10:h section: 


Provided, That the distribution proposed in this act shall 
not be made at any time when, in consequence of the passage 
ef this act, it will be, or has been, necessary to impose or in- 
crease duties for the purpose of supplying the place of the mo- 
ney to be distributed, and not for the purpose of raising such 


revenue as otherwise may be necessary to an economical admi 
nistration of the Government 


And on this he called for the yeas and nays, 
which resulted: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, and Young—21. - 
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NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay of Keniucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—23. 

Mr. KING sail he would now offer an amend- 
ment which would decide whether the compromise 
act was or was not to be kept in good faith. The 
gentlemen say there is no intention to disturb that 
act. Let them prove it now by their vote. Mr. 
Kine at considerable length argued the question of 
right under any circumstances but those in which 
the whole Union would be bound to concur, and 
when all other sources of revenue, from sales of 
public lands and every thing else, failed, the duty 
of 20 per cent. could be exceeded in good faith; 
and concluded by offering an amendment, on which 
he demanded the yeas and nays. ‘It was in effect 
that this act shall become void whenever the duties 
on any article under the tariff law shall exceed 20 
per cent. 

Mr. ARCHER made a few remarks, inaudible 
in the gallery. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama showed that without 
some such amendment, the compromise act would 
be no protection against an increase of dulies. 

Mr. SIMMONS argued at some length that the 
compromise act did not necessarily imply that the 
duties were not to be raised past 20 per cent. if re- 
quisite. 

Mr. BERRIEN approved of the amendment, 
and would support it. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON opposed it, and thought 
the professions and good intentions of his friends 
to keep good faith in the matter of the compromise 
act, might be depended upon. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana considered it a preposi- 
tion to connect the Land bill and the Compromise 
bill together, though the one had nothing whatever 
to do with the other. He would ask the Senator 


from Alabama, if his amendment was adopted, 
would he vote for the bill? 


Mr. KING. Certainly not. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana knew that. He knew 
it was not to carry out the measure, but to defeat 
it, that gentleman opposite were trying te fasten 
their amendments on the bill. But he would ap- 
peal to the fnends of the measure who were from 


the Huse in relation to the compromise act. He 
would, for one, pledge himself to watch the Ad- 
ministration with a view of confining it to a rigid 
economy and to prevent any possible necessity for 
encroaching on the compromise act. 

Mr. KING thought the Senator’s position very 
strange, that all amendments, right or wrong, 
were to be rejected, because those who offered 
them, with a sincere desire to render a dangerous 
measure less harmless, should have their minds 
made up to vote against the measure itself. The 
Senator had discovered a universal rule of action 
tor carrying bills through—a new principle of le- 
gislation—for which he would no doubt be entitled 
to much credit—at least for its novelty and inge- 
nuity, if not for its justice and rationality. The 
Senator must certainly have a new revelation in 
legislation. Now, if good faith is to be kept by 
being trusted, it can do no harm to provide against 
any possible temptation. Why should any doubt 
be leit open when a word or two can dissipate i? 
Had not a strong disposition been manifested 
throughout this session to go beyond the Constita- 
tion, and what was to prevent the same pariies 
from at'empting to go beyond the law laid down in 
the compromise aci?. He did not want to seea 
recurrence of those troubles which had well nigh 
distracted if not dissolved the Union. It was 
much better to set all doubts at rest now than to 
leave any opening that could possibly raise such 
questions again. 

Mr. BATES would not be drawn into any dis- 
cussion of the compromise act. He did not see 
what connection there was between it and the Dis- 
tribution bill. What had the public lands to do 
with it?) The compremise act sjeaks for itself: it 
is its own expositor. So it is with the Distribution 
bill. One says such duties only shall be raised as 
are necessary for an economical administration of 


the South, to trust to the good faith of his side of 





the Government. What reference at all has that 
to the public lands? 

Mr. ARCHER vas not prepared, for the sake 
of the Distribution bill, to open up the question 
which had agitated the whole Union before. He 
could not consent to peril the country for the sake 
of this measure. He considered the amendment 
as now shaped indispensable, and would vote for 
it. Hewas as favorable to the Distribution bil! 
as any of his friends; but he was not prepared to 
do any thing which directly or indirectly was cal. 
culated to operate against the gocd faith of the 
compromise act. To open up that act must ineyj. 
tably be the result of voting down this amendment. 
A renewal of former convulsions will take place, 
and when the gentlemen of the South on this floor 
shall then be asked how comes it that there is a 
recurrence of that agitation—how it was brought 
about that greater duties than those authorized by 
the compromise act, became necessary—what can 
they say but that they were themselves to blame 
for having voted in favor of this Distribution bil] 
without the protecting clause now offered?) What 
can they say but that they had voted away a por- 
tion of the public revenue in distribution, and the 
increased tax became necessary to supply its place? 
They cannot say the necessity arose out of the exi- 
gencies of the country when those very exigencies 
were produced by the passage of this bill. To 
pass it without this amendment would be the same 
means of opening up old sores, and periling the 
country in a way that no good man would ever 
wish to see again. 

Mr. WOODBURY ssid the tendency of the bill 
was not only to peril the country, but to swell the 
expenses of the General Government. It is the in- 
terest of certain manufacturers to have duties 
raised high enough io keep off competition. It is 
therefore their interest to have this Distribution bill 
passed. Itis also their interest to encourage the 
extravagant expenditure of the Government, be- 
cause the means of that extravagance can alone 
be supplied by higher duties. That is bringing 
about the very state of things they want. With- 
out going further into the matter, this alone was 
sufficient to show that a fixed limit, such as 20 per 
cent. ought t > be placed beyond dispu'e. 

Mr. SIM MONS supposed he waselassed among 
tariff men;. ut, the truth was, he did not see any 
prospect th: tthere would be the slightest occasion 
fornew iutes. But, if there was, he would ask 
the gentla..ten who was to pay them? Was it not 
the peop :—those of the whole of theS ates, and 
was itu >t the interest of the people to keep down 
duties, a1 dto keep down the expenditures which 
would: :1 der them necessary? The people would 
look to their own pockets, and not permit either 
increa;: of duties or unnecessary expenditures. In 
fact, it ‘bis portion of the resources of the Treasu- 
ry is | stributed, will it not impose a necessity of 
retren*i ment instead of creating any necessity for 
increayd expenditure? The States which the gen- 
tleman seemed to think favorable to«encroaeh- 
ments on the compromise act, have as large a 
stake in keeping down duties and expenditures as 
any other States, because they know very well the 
greater part of the burden would fall on their own 
people. They have every motive that any one 
else can have to prevent the result so much feared 
by the gent!eman opposite. 

Mr. BERRIEN had come to his seat in that 
chamber with every disposition to settle the vexed 
question of distribution. He had no doubis about 
the constitutional power of Congress to dispose of 
the public lands in the manner contemplated. But 
he had long considered it asa question of time 
rather than of constitutional difficulty. He was 
in favor of postponing the subject to the general 
session of Con.ress. But as it was now to be 
acied upon, he conceived there could be do objec- 
tion to caution ia doing so. This amendment was 
presented to him ina form which he could not’ but 
approve, and he now felt constrained to say 
that it was not his purpose to vote ‘for the 
bill without the amendment. He certainly could 
not support the distribution past the limitation of 
20 per cent. duties: as long as there is any possi- 
bility of duties being raised past that, he must con- 
cur in every restraint necessary to prevent it. He 
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would vote forthe amendment, on the presump- 
tion that it would not, in effect, operate against 
the principle of the bill; because he supposed there 
would be such an economical administration of the 
Government as would render it whwp!ly unnecessa- 
ry to raise duties past 20 per cent. But he took 
this mode of relieving himself from any doubt on 
the subject, yet fully agreeing with the Senator 
from Rhode Island [Mr. Simmons] that the self- 
interest of the consumers would induce them te 
discourage either increase ef taxation or the de- 
gree of expenditure which would create the neces- 
sity for an increase of duties. The amountof du- 
ties reqgaired mas: mainly be regulated by the ex- 
penditure of the General Government. If that is 
extravagant, taxation must be extravagant in pro- 
portion. If it is economical, the duties cannot be 
excessive, if limited to any thing like the wants of 
the Government. If, then, it is conceded that all 
concur in. the general interest, being that taxes 
should not be raised past the standard of the com- 
promise act, what objection can there possib!y be 
to an amendment which merely defines the limit, 
and provides against the necessily of passing that 
limit? Tie amendment can do no possible injury, 
and gives satisfaction to those who stand by the 
compromise act, because it dissipates all doubts. 
It merely provides that Congress shall decide 
whether the neces‘ity which may call for an in- 
crease of duties past 20 per cent. shall be abated, 
or the distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands be suspended. 

Mr. MANGUM would not vote for this amend- 
ment in its present form, and he did not know that 
he would in any form in which it could be presented. 
If it was properly understood by him, it did not 
reach the object at which it aimed. It is presumed 
an increase of duties is contemplated which will 
overreach the limit in the compromise act. Now, 
he did not see why taat should be presumed; but 
to meet the matter at once—if it should become 
necessary, in the progress of the Government, to 
increase the duties, why should that necessity ope- 
rate as a repeal of the distribution act? Would it 
not be going quite far enough to provide that the 
distribution should cease curing the continuance 
of that necessity? He would vote against the 
amendment because he thought it calculated to en- 
dangrr the passage of the bill. He would say that 
he, for one, would not vote for the bill if he thought 
it was either to lead to the contraction of a public 
debt or to the opening up the agitating question 
which was set at rest by the compromise act. But 
he believed it would lead to no such resuit. Itwas 
his opinion that the great principle of the 
compromise act would not be disturbed. The only 
intimations he had heard of any design to dis- 
turb the compromise act bad been from political 
agitators. Heregarded this distribution bill as a 
measure of more importance than the mere 
amount of money involved in it: be believed the 
political influence would be greater than the bene- 
fit which the States would receive from the mere 
money—it would relieve the whole Union from 
the ceaseless agitation of a vexatious question. It 
would put a matter out of dispute which was re- 
sorted to by all parties, in every political scramble, 
to effect the action of Government. It will not 
create any inconvenience, for he believed in four 
or five years the income of the Government would 
far exceed its wants. He said Jast winter, and 
was now ready to say again, that if there should 
be a deficit, growing oat of the abstraction of 
the revenue from public lands out of the Treasury, 
he would be in favor of making up that deficit by 
taxation on articles of Juxury. This Distribution 
bill was not the measure which he thought the gen- 
tlemen opposite would consider most important. 
There was the tariff bili yet to come up. This he 
conceived was the great measure of the session; 
and the tariff bill should be found sufficient, and 
more than sufficient to provide for the wants of 
the General Government, without trenching on the 
compromise act. Every one knows that popula- 
tion is rapidly increasing, and, consequently, con- 
sumption. Ji may well be presumed that, in four or 
five years, under the operation of the tariff bill, 
the income of the Government will, it is to be 
feared, be too large. He frayed God the time 





















would never come again whenthe annual expen- 
diture shall reach the amount it was pushed up to 
during some years of the late Administration; and 
if it does not, the means of the Government will 
be ample. If the Whig party be true to its pro- 
mises, to itself,and to the country, the time will! 
never come, during its administration of the af- 
fairs of the Government, when the expenditures 
shall reach any thing like the income likely to ac- 
crue in a few years from the revenue provided for 
by the tariff bill. 


Mr. PRESTON observed that the whole ques- 
tion resolved itself into this: the income of the 
General Government is sufficient to meet its ex- 
penditures, or it isnot. If it is sufficient under the 
limitation of 20 per cent. duty on imports, this 
amendment does not affect the Distribution bill. 
If it isnot sufficient, the question then arises, Shall 
the General Government increase the duties past 
twenty per cent. or resume, as a branch of the 
general revenue, the proceeds of the sale of public 
lands? That is simply the question—shall the sup- 
ply required be taken from the sale of the public 
lands, or from the inereased taxation beyond the 
twenty per cen'?: It was very plain, and he was 
disposed to meet the question fairly and candidly. 
He was, therefore, free to confess that he had his 
doubts whether, for afew years, the twenty per 
cent. would be sufficient to meet the wants of the 
General Government. It should be recollected that 
the Government isin debt—ay, largely in deb!; and 
provision has to be made not only for the annual 
expenditures of the Government, including inte- 
rest on the debt, but for the extinction of the prin- 
cipal, the debt itself. Here, then, are three things 
to absorb the income of Government: the ordinary 
expenses, the interest on the debt, and the debt 
itself. The country is not disposed to withhold 
from the General Government the means necessa- 
ry for its proper action; the large majority of beth 
Houses of Congress by which the fortification bill 
appropriating two millions for immediate ex- 
penditure on national defence was _ passed, 
showed the disposition of the country to- 
wards the General Government. Now, he 
could see sufficient in the present attitude 
of this country with regard to its foreign relations, 
to satisfy him that the twenty per cent. of duties on 
importation will not be enough. The most mgid 
economy may not avert this, although that should 
be first tried; but the question will come, at last, 
what is to be done to avoid raising the duties past 
twenty percent. He should not, then, hesitate a 
moment in saying, let the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of public lands cease, and let that 
revenue be 'u‘ned into the public Treasury again, 
before any increase of duties ; ast twenty per cent. 
is attempted. With these views, he should oer- 
tainly sus‘ain the amendment, and he hoped it would 
prevail. There would be occasion in the further pro- 
gress of this session to adveit to some other topics 
bearing upon the qaestion of the twenty per cent. 
duties. He dij not concur with sc me of his friends 

3 to the original objects of the compromise act. 
He had not, however, the slightest doubt as to the 
legal construction of the third section. It was 
not intended that when the wants of the Govern- 
ment should exceed the supplies of the Treasury 
from the twenty per cent. duties, the call should 
be answered by exceeding that per centage till 
every other source of income should fail to make 
good the deficit. Now the proceeds of the sale 
of public lands was a source of income as well 
as the duties. If there was a National Bank, 
would it be pretended that the income from it 
should not. o into the Treasury and help to meet 
the deficit? He had it greatly at heart, and he felt 
rejoiced at being able to say that the country had 
itgreatly at heart, that the compromise act should 
be preserved in good faith. Wish these feelings 
he approached his friends and asked their concur- 
rence in the amendment. 


Mr. BERRIEN said that on looking more close- 
ly into the amendment, h- found it would, in case 
the duty was raised on any article past twenty 
per cent. repeal the whole bill; that was going be- 
yond whar, in his opinion, was necessary. He 
would suggest the propriety of a modification, cail- 


ing merely fora suspension of the distribation 
during the continuance of the excess of duty. 

Mr. KING consented to the modification, and 
the amendment then read: Section six, ine seventh, 
after the word “act,” “or the rate of duties shall 
be so fixed by law on articles of importation, as 
shall, after the 20th day of June, 1842, increase 
said duty beyond 20 per centum ad valorem, the 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
provided for by this act shall cease during the ex- 
istence of such law, and shall be renewed when- 
ever such rate of duty shall be reduced to 20 per 
cent.” 

Mr. CUTHBERT replied to the arguments of 
the Senator from North Carolina, and showed 
that the positions he assumed were untenable. 

Mr. EVANS looked on this discussion as entire- 
ly unnecessary. When is the amendment to take 
effect? It looks to after legislation, and says that 
whenever it shall be found necessary to increase 
the duties past 20 per cent. it shall take effect. 
But how is the atiempt to be made to increase 
taxation but by an act of legislation? And cannot 
the same Congress that is called upon to make the 
altempt, suspend the operation ot the distribution 
bill, and turn the income from public lands into 
the Treasury to meet the exigency? Suppose the 
amendment is now adopted, and in two or three 
years the subject of increasing the duties comes 
before Congress, wil not Congress have the whole 
subject up, the distribution bill included, and can 
it not then act at once by taking back the whole 
proceeds of the public lands?’ And Congress will 
assuredly do so in preference to raising duties past 
20 per cent. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked why, if this amendment 
was so entirely nugatory, there was such strenuous 
opposition to 1? But there was the strongest of 
reasons for ad»pting this amendment—that it was 
a condition of the distribution. Without that con- 
dition in express terms, when the whole subject 
woul! come up befure Congress, different sectional 
interests would be brought to bear against the re- 
storation of this source of income to the general 
revenue, and Congress might not then accomplish 
the object. 

Mr. CUTHBERT would be very glad if he 
could feel as tranquil on the subject of public ex- 
penditure as the honorable Senator from Maine. 
He contended that the preservation of the compro- 
mise was not alone a question of pride and good 
faith, but of individual interest, pervading the 
whole community. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
as modified, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, 
Willams, and Woodbury—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ba- 
chanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Sturgecn, Valimadge, White, Woodbridge, and 
Young—27. 

Mr. WALKER offered the following amend- 
ment: 


“And be it further enacted, That there shall be granted to 
each of the States of Louisiana, Indiana, Mississippi, Llinoia, 
Alabama, Missouri, Michigan, and Arkansas a quantity of the 
public lands within the limits of each of said States respective 
ly, which, with that heretofore and hereby granted to each of 
said States, sha!! be equal to that heretofore granted to the 
State of Ohio for the purpose of internal improvement, the 
proceeds of which to be applied as follows, namely: in Missis- 
sippi and Alabama towards the completion of the railways de- 
signated in this bill, uniting the Tennessee river with the Gulf 
of Mexico, and the Atlantic with the Mississippi. In Indiana 
and Ilinois towards the completion of the canals or railways 
now being cons ructed in said States, uni‘ing Lakes Erie and 
Michigan with the Ohio and the Mississippi rivere. In Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana, Missouri and Michigan, towards the construc- 
tion of such rallrvads and canals as may be desiznated by each 
of said States respectively: said lands w be selected by the Le- 
gislatures of each of the States designated in this bill, within 
three years from the passage of this act; and similar grante 
shall be, and are hereby, made to each of the Territories when 
they become Siates of the Union, to be selected in the same 
manner by the Legislatures thereof.” i 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved an adjournment. 
On which the yeas and nays being demanded, 
the question was taken, and resulted—yeas 21, 


nays 27. 
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And so the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER explained and advocated his 
amendment at considerable length, and with great 
ability. 

Mr. TALLMADGE observed that the amend- 
men! was in principle such as he had always ad- 
vocated as the best policy of his own State, He 
gave ithis hearty support, and would have great 
pleasure in voting for it. 

Mr. BARROW made a few observations, ob- 
jecting to the application of the grant to Louisia- 
na, which 

Mr. WALKER answered by modifying the 
amendment as above printed, and, 

Mr. SEVIER having expressed his warm acknow- 
ledgments to the Senator from New York (Mr. 
Tavitmanar) for his liberal views and sapport of 
the just claims of the new States, moved an ad- 
journment, which was negatived—yeas 23, nays 27. 

Tae debate on Mr. Wacker’s amendment was 
then continued for at least two hours, by Mezsrs. 
WALKER, SMITH of Indiana, MANGUM, 
LINN, WOODBRIDGE, SEVIER, WHITE, 
YOUNG, and ALLEN. 

And the question being taken on the adoption of 
the amendment, resulted ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Ciay oi 
Alabama, Fuiton, Linn, Mouton, Pierce, Porter, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Walker, Woodbridge, and 
Young—14. 

NAYS— Messrs. Bayard, Berrien, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Ciayton, Dixon, Evans, Grahem, Hunting- 
ton, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Poelps, Prentise, Preston, Rives, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Southard, and Sturgeon—20. 


Mr. BENTON offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“Thattl ict shall not take effect for the purpose of distri- 
bution until there shall be refunded to the public Treasury the 
whole amountof moreys paid from the Treasury for the pur- 

ha f public lands, ether from foreiga nations, or for the ex- 

neon of the tndtan tides.”’ 

Nir. SMIVH of Indiana said an amendment si- 


milar in substance had been rejected already. He, 
however, would waive that objection, and hoped it 
would he votre t down. 

Mr. BEN TON desired the amendment would be 
read; which was done, and he then showed it was 
not the same as that offered before. He called for 
the yeas and nay 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 

YEAS~—-Messrs Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Linn, MeRoherts, Mouton, Pierce, 
Sevier, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright 
—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clay 
of Kentacky, Cayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Smith ef Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, “Yhite, and Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. BENTON said he had another amendment, 
which bad the same object in view, namely, to 
keep the gentiemen’s hands as long as possible out 
of the custom house, for purposes of distribution. 
He would call for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment too. It was as follows: 

Add to 31 section, 

* Provided, That no distribution of money shall be made 


inder this act while any thing is due to the Indian tribes, or 
any of them, for lands purchased of them.” 


Aod the question being taken, resulted— 

YEAS — Messrs, Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Pieree, Sevier, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, and Wright—l15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Pheips, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the 10th see- 
lion, in which an attempt bad been already mad: 
to amend the bill, but had failed. He moved to 
strike out from the 10h line the words “prior trea- 
ty.” It wonid be found in the bamboozling sec- 
tion. On this amendment he called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cutbbert, Fulton, Linn, Mc-Ro- 
berts, Nicholson, Pierce, Porter, Sevier, Stur- 
eeon, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—18, 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge—235. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and insert the following provi- 
sions from the bill submitted last session by the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton.] viz: 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Statesof Americain Congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this act,every head of a family, 
every widow, and every single man over the age of eighteen 
years, who shall make a settlement on any of the public lands 
to which the Indian utle has been, or shall be, extinguished, 
whether the same be-surveyed or not, or who may have settled 
onsuch land since the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, and who shall inhabit and improve the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, shall be entitled to a pre-emption 
in the purchase of ove quarter section, to be paid for at 


the minimum price of such land at the time of paying for the 
same, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That where the im- 
provement and the settlement shall be on different quarter sec 
tions, the settler shall make choice of the quarter he will take, 
provided it can be done without prejuaice to the rights of 
others 

Sao 3. And be it further enacted, That where the quantity 
of one hundred and sixty acres cannot be obtained in one entire 
quarter section, the deficiency may be made up out of any con- 
tiguous Vacant ground, 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That in the execution 
of this act, and in making up the quantity of one hundred and 
sixty acres, where the same cannot be had entire, the entries 
may be made in tracts of eighty acres, or forty acres, or in frac- 
tions; and where the fraction shall be more than the quantity 
required to complete the pre-emption, the excess shall be paid 
for, and the preemption right shall extend to the whole frac- 
tion. 


Sec. 5. And heit further enacted, That where two or more 
persons shall have settled on the same quarter section, the same 
shall be divided between them, and the deficiency made up to 
each out of the contiguous vacant ground; but no wilful intru- 
der on the known claim of another shall be entitled to any bene- 
fit under this section. 

Sec. 6. And be il further enacted, That all legal reservations 
of public lands for any purpose whatever, shall be exempted 
from the operation of this act, so that no right of pre-empuon 
shall accrue on any such reserves. 

Sec. 7. And beit further enacted, Thatall questions in rela- 
tion to pre-emption claims, or between claimants to the same 
quarter section, shall be settied summarily and definitively by 
the register and receiver of the district, under the instruction of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Mr. SEVIER made a few remarks in support 
of this amendment, on which he called for the 
yeas and nays. 

And the question being taken on its adoption, 
resulted: 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Falton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Walker, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16. 

YEAS—Messrs., Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dix- 
on, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives,Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Talimadge, White, and Woodbridge 
—26. 

Mr. McROBERTS offered an amendment, the 
purportof which was understood by the Reporter 
to be, that the distribution to the States should be 
apportioned at any time required in the ratio of 
the then existing census, as ascertained by the re- 
turns made by the Governors of the respective 
States. 

Mr. McR. explained the object of the amend- 
meni, and showed that if it was not adopted, some 
of the new States would not be in receipt of half 
their just proporiions for some years before the 
next general census would be taken. On this 
amendment he demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ALLEN advocated the amendment ina 
speech of great power, during half an hour. 

Mr. BENTON observed, that the night being 
far advanced, he would move an adjournment, 
on which he called for the yeas and nays. 

And the question being taken on the motion to 
adjourn, resulted: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
“of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholsen, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Walker, Williams, Woodbridge, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—20, 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Ber. 
rien, Choate, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Hantington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and 
WLite—23. 

And so the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. BENTON moved a call of the House, and 
called for the yeas and nays, and the question be- 
ing taken, resulted —yeas 22, nays 27. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that this was truly a 
novelscene. He knew of no amendments offered 
from this side of the House, that were not offered 
in good fai'h and for the obvious improvement of 
the bill. Now, when the amendments were nearly 
through, he and his friends only asked for time to 
express their sentiments on the general principles 
of the measure. The gentlemen opposite say “no, 
we will hold on and vote down your amendments, 
and admit of no debate.” Very well; he would 
say to his friends hold on, too, and never surrender 
your rights for any personal inconvenience. You 
have as much physical strength to resist oppres- 
sion as they have to impose it. And he would 
now tell the gentlemen opposite, that the longer 
they kept the Senate in session, after the usual 
hour, the more they would caure the atiention of 
the people to be roused as to the means by which 
they were carrying their measures. The gentle- 
men themselves had every thing to lose—the op- 
position, nothing. It is in vain to attempt to gag 
the opposition in this way; it must and shall bave 
a patient hearing. That was all it claimed. There 
was nv intention to consume time. Let an ad- 
journment take place, with the understanding that 
the Sena‘e would go out of committee in the morn- 
ing, and take the vote on the amendments. That 
could be done by 12 0’c ock to-morrow. 

Mr. MANGUM observed that it was not the in- 
tention of his side of the House to prevent the gen- 
tlemen opposite from offering their views on the 
bill. It had been under discussion in that chamber 
for more than a fortnight, and he would appeal to 
the gentlemen themselves to say, if he and his 
friends had not sat mest patiently listening to the 
denunciations of a measure which they believed 
necessary for the good of the country? The course 
adopted by his friends was to let their measures go 
before the people as a set off against the denuncia- 
tions of the opposition. The people would have 
the measures to contrast with the gentlemen’s ar- 
guments, and ceriainly the Senators ought not to 
complain, if they had any faith in their own argu- 
ments. It was not twenty minutes since an over- 
ture was made to let the bill be reported from the 
committee, and the Senate would then adjourn. If 
other amendments were necessary, they could be 
offered when the bill again came up. 

Mr. KING thought the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina had not stated the overture cor- 
rectly. 

Mr. MANGUM insisted that he had stated it 
correctly. 

Mr. KING abserved that his understanding of 
it was this: his friend from Virginia had come over 
to him, and stated that all the amendments that 
were to be made should be gone through to-night. 
He, (Mr. Kina,) in reply, said, that on the part of 
his friends, he would consent that the bill might 
be reported from the committee, but whatever 
amendments had yet to be made should come up 
when the bill was again before the Senate. He 
had said he didi not know of morethan one or 
two amendments that would hereafier be offered. 
He would confine himself to one. The gentlemen 
talk of their great forbearance and silence on the 
subject of this bill; but over'ook the longest speech 
made by any Senator since it was introduced, that 
of the chairman of the Committeee who re- 
ported it. The amendments offered by him and 
his frends were important, andno more time was 
expended on them than necessary in vindication 
of their importance. Why did gentlemen Lring 
forward such reckless and dangerous measures as 
demanded vigorous opposition? Why did they 
place themselves in the position of having all their 
measures questioned and scrutinized? Is it come 
to this, that the representatives of sovereign States 
shall be silenced by a physical majority? That 
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they shall not have an opportunity of giving their 
opinions on public measures, becauce they conceive 
it to be their duty to oppose them? Is the ac:i- 
dental circumsiance cf a mere mumerical party ma- 
jority to silence the voices of nearly half the States 
of the Union? And what is that majority? Need that 
question be answered. Why should those who 
were opposed to this extra session, and to all the 
mersures for which it was convened, be prevented 
from exposing to the people the true design of the 
whole scheme? Why, but because these mea 
sures cannot be carried out, if they are expo- 
sed, and therefore all the information 
which could be elicited by discussion, must be with- 
held from the people. The resistance of argument 
is too powerful, and now resort is had to the phy- 
sical power of numerical force. Pressed and de- 
feated on every side, they now cry out that the 
Opposition has protracied this extra session beyond 
the necessary time. If tney have, will not the peo- 
ple that the time has been well spent in battling 
against these iniquitous measures? Will not the 
people see that this very Distribution bill dare not 
be brought to the vote till the Bankrupt bi!l was 
passed as partof the bargain? Yes, their famous 
bankrupt law, to impose on the sympathies of the 
few, at the expense of the many, was to pass 
through Ccngress, before the gentlemen dare 
bring their Distribution bili tothe vore. They 
wanted delay themselves; they protracted the ses- 
sion, and they will protract it to try for something 
better than their suit of old clothes. If that Bank- 
ropt bill had not passed, will any gentleman op- 
posite stand up in his place, and deny that this bill 
never would be passed this session? 

Mr. BENTON, (from his seat) My dear sir, 
they will deny it; they will deny any thing. 

Mr. KING observed in continuation, that since 
he had been a Senator, more years than he now 
recollected, he had never seen any measure pre- 
pared in such a manner. It was prepared with 
the view of a cunning spirit, to look to- 
wards one quarter, and operate upon another; and 
thas it was brought to bear in a double sense. 

Mr. TALLMADGE begged to interrupt the Se- 
nater, to ask what was the question before the Se- 
nate? 

Mr. KING. Why, it is an amendment, 

Mr. TALLMADGE. The information is ne- 
cessary, as I never would have found that cnt 
from the application of the Senator’s remarks. 

Mr. KING requested the amendment would be 
— the satisfaction of the Senator from New 

ork. 


The amendment was read by the Secretary of the 
Senate. 

Mr. KING. I now hope the Senator is satisfied 
that there is a subject before the Chair, and that I 
was speaking directly to the point, when he inter- 
rupted me. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. It may be so; but I did 
not know that from the gentleman’s speech. I 
thought it was precisely the speech he made a day 
or two since. 

Mr. KING. If the Senator from New is so 
very precise in his notations of the application of 
the remarks made by other Senotors, | would like 
to know from him what app'ication the speech of 
the honoraele Senator from Nor:h Carolina had to 
the subject before the Senate? 

Mr. TALLMADGE. If the Senator really 
wishes me to answer his interrogatory, I will do it. 

Mr. KING. Certainly; by all means. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. Well, the Senator from 
South Carolina interrupted the debate to show that 
an adjonrnment ought to take place, urging that 
an attempt was made to stifle debate. The Sena- 
tor from North Carolina got up and answered the 
Senator from South Carolina. It was a reply to 
an appeal. Now, an amendment is proposed to 
apportion distribut ons aecording to the census of 
any year, and the Senator from Alabama, on this 
amendment, discusses the meri's of the bankrupt 
jaw, and every other measure that has been under 
discussion since the beginning of the session. 

Mr. KING. Does not the Senater from New 
York perceive, that when the Senator from North 
Carolina charged the Opposition with all the loss of 
time on these measures, it was necessary 
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to referto them in reply? But to come ta, the 
point. Do the gentlemen wish to go on how at 
this hour of the night? If they do, we are pre- 
pared, and can stand it as well as they can. 

Mr. PRESTON. Well, sir, if you will give 
way, I will make an effort to relieve the Senate. 

Mr. KING gave way. 

Mr. PRESTON observed, that he had long 
since determined that nothing should induce him 
to make an exhibition of physical force in a con- 
test of this kind. He would therefore move an 
adjournment. 

Mr. SEVIER observed, that it was well known 
the delay of the bill was not occasioned by the Op- 
position, for he and his friends had offered to take 
the voile upwards of a week back. The opposition 
granted time till the opposi'e forces were mustered. 
Now the Senator from Connecticat [Mr. Smirn] 
is absen', and will not be back till Monday. 

Mr. MANGUM said there was no intention to 


| take any advantage of the absence of the Senator 


from Connecticut. If he will be back by Monday, 
let that day be appointed for the question. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was expected back by 
that day. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, which resulied: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Wal- 
ker, Woodridge, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Dixon, Evans, Henderson, Hun- 
lington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Talimadge,and White—20. 

And so the Senate adjourned at ten minvtes past 
nine o’clock, p. m. afier being upwards of eleven 
hours in session. 





ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, August 20, 1841. 
The journal of yesterday was read gpproved. 
On leave given, Mr. KENNEDY of Md. from 
the Committee on Commerce, to whois had been 
referred the joint resolution from the Senate in re- 
lation to the light-boats now stationed at Sandy 
Hook and Bartlett’s reef, reported the same with- 
out amendmeat. 
And on motion of Mr. K. the resolution was 
read a third time, and passed. 
Mr. GILMER asked leave to present the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the people of the county 
of Louisa, in the State of Virginia, expressive of 
the sentiments of that meeting—sentiments, 
Mc. G. said, very generally concurring with his 
own particular views. The resolutions expressed 
the general concurrence of that meeting in the 
views of the Administra‘ion proper at the other 
end of the avenue, which differed widely from 
the Administration improper at ihis end of the 
avenue. And, as the question might arose who— 
Mr. G. was here called to order. 
Mr. STANLY (addressing himself to Mr. 
Gitmer) asked, by what authority do you speak 


for the Administration at the other end of the 
avenue? 
Mr. GILMER. I do not speak for it. I 


speak for the people of my district, who ap- 
prove— 

Mr. STANLY. Did notI understand the gen- 
tleman to say that these resolutions expressed con- 
currence in the opinions of the Administration at 
the other end of the avenue? 

Mr. GILMER. I say that that portion of the 
people of my district whom I represent concur in 
the views of the Administration proper—[Cries of 
“ay, ay,”]—not the Administration improper at 
this end of theavenue. The agree with the Pre- 
sident, but not with the dictator. 

The resolutions were then received, and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the con:ide-a'ion of 
the fortification bill. 

Ojection was was made to taking up the bill until 
the regular business of the morning hour had been 

isposed of, 






















The SPEAKER then called the committees in 
their order for reports. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported the following resoiu- 
tion; which was adopted: 

Resotved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
and required to revise and condense the existing laws of Coa- 


gress regulating the appointment, number, duties, and salaries, 
fees and compensations of officers of the customs, with a yew 


to a diminution of the expenses of the Gevetnment, an in- 
creased efficiency in the execution ef the revenue laws, and 
more strict accountability of officers employed in this branch 
of the public service; embracing the revenue cutter service 
and the duves and compensation of all persoss employed 
therein. And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby required 


to make report on the foregoing matiers ai the next eeasion of 
Congress 


No other reports were made. 
CASE OF McLEOD. 
The unfinished business eof the morning hour 


was the following resolution, heretofore offe.ed by 
Mr. J. G. Fioyp: 


Reso!ved, That the President of the United States be request- 


ed to interm this House, 1f not incompauble with the pubtic in- 
terest, whether any officer of the army or the Attorney General 
of the United States has, since the 4th of March last, been direct 


ed to Visit the Stateof New York for any purpose connected 


with the imprisonment or trial of Alexander McLeod; and, if 
80, to communicate to this House copies of the instructions to, 
and report of, such officer; and whether, by any Executive mea- 
sures Or correspondence, the British Government has been 


given 
dered. 


Mr. MORGAN, (who was en’itled to the floor,) 
remarking that so long a time had elapsed since he 
had been entitled to the floor that h» had almost 
forgotten what he intended to say, addressed the 
House briefly on the subject of the resolution, and 
especially in reply to remarks heretofcre made by 
his colleague from Otsego, [Mr. Bowneg,] ia 
which he made an attack on Mr. Prentiss, formerly 
a representative from that district. 

Mr. BARNARD then obtained the floor, but 
yielded it to 

Mr. BOWNE, who observed that his colleagre 
[Mr. Monaan] had taken the opportunity of making 
an unworthy fling at his predecessor, {Mr. Prentiss, } 
who was not here to defend himself. His colleague 


to understand that MeLeod will be released or surren- 


‘artked the question, ‘*Where wa; his predecess: r 


during the three years this subject was lying dor- 
mant, while Mr. Van Buren was at the head of 
the Administration?” The gentleman had given 
the answer to suit himself, which was, that he was 
with the old Federal leaders down at Otsego. Now, 
he would venture the assertion that the only object 
his colleague had in rising on this subject, was not 
with the view of defending Mr. Webster, and the 
principles laid down by him in bis instructions to 
the Attorney General, but to get up his old and fa. 
vorite theme, in abuse of his (Mr. B’s) predecessor- 
And, sir, said Mr. B. let me tell you and this 
Houss the cause of this continued rancor. My 
predecessor was once a Federalist—he stood high 
in their ranks, as he was a man of talents and 
s'rict integrity; but he became convinced of bis er- 
ror, and, like an honest man, renounced it. Hence 
my colleague, with his Federal predilections, never 
could forgive him. He had committed the unpar- 
donable sin of abandoning the Federai party; hence 
the bile swelters in the bosom of my colleague and 
his associates, and is so often thrown out on this 
floor. Now, he would say to his colleague that, 
with the Democracy of Otsego—ay, sir, thé Demo- 
cracy, died in the woo!—his predecessor stood as 
high as any man in their ranks, asa gentleman of 
strict honor and commanding talents. It might do 
for the old F -deralists cf Cayuga to denounce him, 
because he has abandoned them, and placed him- 
self side by side with the Jeaciog Democrats of the 
country; but, in spite of atl their efforts, he could 
not be lowered in the estimation of his party, or of 
mn of honor. 

Now, a few words in relation to himself. He 
could say that he always held one language on this 
subject. He was among the first who took ground 
in his own county in favor of sustaining the rights 
of his State, and the honor of the nation, at all ha- 
zards. He openly held, from the first, the doctrines 
that he now professed, and trusted in God that he 
should always profess, and never would desert one 
eingle particle of principle that he held sacred on 
this question. He was free to say that, in all the 
measures of the last Administration on this subject, 
he did not concur, He thought they should have 
taken a more decided course with the arrogant na- 
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tion that has so frequently encroached upon our 
rights. But, while he made this admission, he must 
do them the justice to say, that they never were 
guilty of surrendering the rights and honor of our 
country, upon the insolent threats of a foreign mi- 
nister. No, that minister would never have dared 
to use the language to Mr. Van Buren’s adminis 
tration that he did to Mr. Webster. He know too 
well the men he had to deal with. 

Mr. MORGAN said his colleague spoke of his 
Federal predecessor as a gentleman of strict honor 
and unbending integrity. Now, hedid not pretend 
to gainsay this; but he would ask if the gentleman 
had ever paid that bet of $1,000 that hz lost last 
fall. [A general chuckling among the Whig mem- 
bers.] 

Mr. BOWNE replied that all he could say was, 
that, as he never made any bets himself, he knew 
nothing of gambling transactions. His colleague 
could not expect him to pry into the private affairs 
of others. He knew of no transaction such as his 
colleague had insinuated. 

Mr. BARNARD again took the floor, and inti- 
mated his desire to address the House, but suggest- 
ed that, as the morning hour was far advanced, the 
resolution should go over for to-day. 

After some conversation, (of which, so great was 
the noise in the [all, the Reporter could hear no- 
thing )— 

Mr. BARNARD moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the resoluuon until Monday 
next. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved the previous 
question. 

The SPEAKER said that the previous question, 
if ordered, would cut off the motion to postpone, 
and bring the House to a direct vote on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. MAX WELL moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. HUNT asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, S. J. 
Andrews, Baker, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Board- 
man, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, Thos. J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Wm. C. Dawson, 
Deberry, John Fdwards, Thomas F. Foster, 
Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, P. G. Goode, 
Green,Habersham, Ha!], W. S. Hastings, Henry, 
Hudson, James Irvin, W.C. Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Mailory, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Moore, Morrow, Nisbet, Owsley, Powell, Prof- 
fit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randal!, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, Shepperd, Simonton, Smith, 
Stanly, Stratton, A. H. Stoart, J. T. Stuart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, Toland, Trumbull, Wal- 
Warren, Washington, Thomas W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, J. L. 
Williams, Winthrop and A. Young—79 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, 
Aycrieg, Babcock, Banks, Barnard, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Blair, Bowne,Boyd, Brockway, A. V. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Pa- 
trick C. Caldwell, Cary, Chapman, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. C. El- 
wards,. Everett, Fillmore, John G. Fioyd, Chas. 
A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, William O, Goode, 

Gordon, Graham, Greig, Gustine, Harris, John 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Howard, Hubard, Hunter, Hunt, Ingersoll, 
Tack, James, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
{eim, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 

sitilefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McCiel- 
an, McKay, Marchand, Mathews, Maynard, Me- 
Jiil,Miller, Morgan, Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Payne, Pendleton, Pickens, Plumer, Alexander 
Randall, Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Russell, Salion- 
stall, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, S eenrod, 
Samter, Sweney, John B Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Tiip'eu, Tur- 
ney, Van Buren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
Joseph L. White, James W. Williams, Yorke, 
and John Young—111. 











So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

And tbe question recurring on the second for 
the previous question— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON withdrew the motion at 
the request of 

Mr. INGERSOLL, who (scarcely heard) ex- 
pressed his desire to offer the following amendment 
to the resolution with a view to bring it down to 
the present time: 

“And that the President furthermore communicate to this 
House all correspondence between the American and British 
Governments or their agents, civil and military, not till this 
time communicated, concerning Alexander McLeod’s case, 


which inthe President’s opinion it may not be incompatible 
with the public interests to make public. 


“And that the President likewise communicate all correspon- 
dence not heretofore communicated, and which in his opinion 
it may be proper to publish, concerning the question of the 
Maine beundary.” 

After some conversation, the resolution, by gene- 
ral consent, was laid over until Monday next. 

The following messages were received from the 
Senate by the hands of A. Dickins, esq. Secretary: 

In SENATE OF THE UniTED STaTEa, 
August 19, 1841. 

The President of the United States having returned to the 

Senate, on the 16th instant, the bill entitled “An act to incorpo- 


rate the subscribers to the Fiscal Bank of the United States” 
with his objections to the same, the Senate proceeded to recon- 
sider the bill; and 
Resolved, That the bill do not pass; two-thirds of the Senate 
not agreeing thereto. 
Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 
In SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
August 20, 1840. 
Resolved, That the Senate concur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the bill (3.4) entitled “An act to 
revive and extend the charters of certain banks in the District 
of Columbia ” 
Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 


To the Secretary of the Senate. 

I hereby certify that thave this day approved and signed *‘An 
act to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States.’’ JOHN TYLER. 

On motion of Mr. WISE, a memorial presented 
yesterday by him, in relation to the Mexican Con- 
vention, was ordered to be printed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate (on the 
Speaker’s table) providing for the distribution of 
the printed retur. s of the 6 hcensus was taken up 
and read twice. 

After some conversation, the resolution was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The House took up the bill No. 8, beirg a bill 
making appropriations for various fortifications, for 
ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing In- 
dian hostilities, which had been reported yesterday 
from the Committee of the Whole on the State of 
the Union with certain amendments. 

The question was on the first amendment of the 
Senate, which was as follows: 

“Page 3 of the engrossed bill, after line 21, insert— 


“Ist. For defensive worksand barracks, and purchase of site 
at or near Detroit, Michigan, $50,000.” 


To which amendment the Committee of Ways 
and Means of this House had recommended the 
following amendment: 

“add thereto the following words: 


“For purchase of site and for barracks and defensive works 
at or near Buffalo, New York, $50,000. 


“Fortifications at the outlet of Lake Champlain, and pur- 
chase of site, $75,000. 

“For defensive works, barracks, and other necessary build- 
ings, and purchase of site for a depotat or near the junction of 
the Mattawankeag and Penobscot rivers, Maine, $25,000." 


And the question being put on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to the amendment of the Senate— 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia said he was opposed 
to the amendment proposed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means to the amendment of the Senate, 
{or the reason that there wasa bill on the table 
which covered those amendments. He made the 
question of order under the 50th role. 

The SPEAKER askod Mr. Dawson to designate 
the bill. 

Mr. DAWSON. Itisa bill making appropria- 
tiens for the purchase of certain sites, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio submitted to the Speaker 
that the point «f order was raised too late, inasmuch 
as the propositions had been considered and passed 
vpon in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the bill which had 
been referred to did not contain the same _ provi- 
sions; it did not contain the same amount of ap- 
propriations; nor was it for the same object. There- 
fore, as a question of fact, it admitted of no doubt, 





even if the objection had been made in time. He 
hoped that his friend from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] 
would let the bill pass. 

After a few words from Mr. McKAY, 

The SPEAKER overruled the point cf order, on 
the ground that there was a manifest discrepancy 
between the bill refer.ed to and the amendment . 

Mr. DAWSON raised another point of order, .n 
the greund of the expenditures proposed not ‘ay- 
ing been previously authorized by law. 

The SPEAKER overraled this point of order 
also. 

And the question recurring on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to the amendment of the Serate— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON airked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN proposed to offer an 
amendment, appropriating $50,000 for barracks 
or defensive works at Erie, Pennsylvania; 
which amendment was ruled out of order at this 
time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said that upon a 
former occasion, whilst a member of the Military 
Committee, he had examined most of the propos.- 
tions for purchasing sites and building new 
forts, now presented by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, in their amendment to the Senate's 
amendment; upon that examination he was con- 
vinced of the importance of some defensive works 
atthe points designated on the Northern frontier; 
he was stillof the sxme opinion, and none was 
more anxious than himself to have them made at 
the earliest period possible. He deemed them of 
much more importance than many of the works 
which had been in progress many years. He 
thought that a most unfortunate time had been se- 
lected for their commencement. The finances of 
the country did not justify usin commencing new 
works which would require heavy additional ex- 
penditures. We were now borrowing money at in- 
terest. These new works had better be delayed until 
the revenues of the country would pay the money 
borrowed, and leave a surplus beyond the com- 
mon expenditure. As important as these works 
undoubtedly are, as much needed as they were, he 
could not feel himself jus'ified in borrowing money 
at interest to carry them on. Another reason had 
been urged for their adop'ion—the unsetled difficul- 
ties between us and great Britain might soon lead 
to hostilities, If these difficulties should produce 
a rupture with that Government, he presumed that 
no one believed that the proposed new fortifiations 
could be prepared in time to answer any valuable 
purpose, if cuch an event was likely soon to occur. 
He thought the money we could spare for such 
objecis had betier be applied to the completion of 
those now nearly finished, and to the armament 
of those which had been completed. These ob- 
jects of themseives would require more money 
than could be conveniently spared. 


For reasons not now necessary to examine, the 
income of the Government was greatly below its 
expenditure. The sources of revenue must be 
soon re-examined and re-adjusted, and he thought 
it woul? be prudent to delay, until this was done, 
before a new source of expenditure was created. 
When the tariff was settled, and the amount of 
revenues understood,we should then be better able 
to determine how much money could be applied to 
those objects. There was another reason, why 
these a ditional expenditures should not be made 
in the present year. The report of the Secretary 
of War shows, that on the first of April last he 
had but little less than a million of dellarson hand, 
applicable to the public defences in the year—a 
larger sum than the annual average expenditure 
for many years past. This sum was as large, in 
his opinion, as could be with propriety expended 
in the balance of this year. With such a sum in 
hand, he did not see the necessily or propriety cf 
authorizing a million or two of dollars more ex- 
pended inthe same time. The annual average 
expenditure from 1829 to 1840 inclusive, as 
shown by the report of the Secretary of the Tres- 
sury to the present session, Document, No. 31, 
amounted to the sum of $866,407, making the 
whole expenditure for that period actually ex- 
pended on fortifications, amount to the sum of 
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$10,397,364. On the first of April, the Secretary 


had on hand as much money, applicable to these 
odjects, as the annual average expenditure for the 
preceding twelve years. The average expenditure 
of those years more than doubled the average of 
any former period since the commencement of the 
Government. In his opinion the situation of the 
country did not require these heavy appropriations, 
nor did our finances justify such an expenditure. 
Notwithstanding these large expenditures, unusu- 
ally large, we hear constantly repeated on this 
floor, the neglects of the public defences by the two 
preceding Administrations. The dilapidation and 
necessary repairs of the fortifications, urged as rea- 
sons for the proposed increase of expenditure for 
the present year. It was not necessary, nor 
should he now enter upon a defence of those Ad- 
ministrations; but he must say, the amount of mo- 
ney actually expended, does not look like neglect 
on the part of Congress or the Executive, and if 
the present Administration, with an empty Trea- 
sury and actually borrowing money, had on hand 
as much for the last nine months of the present 
year, as the preceding Administrations had ex- 
pended, with a full and overflowing Treasury, he 
thought there was not much cause of complaint nor 
much reason for asking heavy additional appro- 
priations for the balance of the year. 

Mr. J. contended if these fortifications were in 


such a state of dilapidation, and needed so much for | 


repairs, which he did not admit to be true, the 
fault must rest, not with Congress or the President, 
but with the officers having charge of these public 
works; and, if so, it was time that this new Ad- 
ministration, instead of asking more money to put 
into their hands, had commenced th. work of re- 
formation in that branch of the public service. He 
believed that the same officers which had charge 
of these public works for years past, are still con- 
tinued in that service, and would likely pursue 
the same course hereafter which they had hereto- 
fore. In the course of ten or twelve years’ service 
here, he had so often heard of the dilapidation 
and necessary repairs, when appropriations were 
desired, that these words had ceased to have any 
influence on his mind. 

Upon reviewing the appropriations and expendi- 
tures for some years past, it appeared to him that 
the more money granted for these objec's only in- 
creased the demand for further supplies, and he 
feared there was to be no end to these demands 
whilst there was any money in the Treasury, or we 
had credit to borrow. He had been induced to 
think sometimes that the system of fortifications 
now going on was used as one of the means of dis- 
tributing the public money in certain favored sec- 
tions of the Union; and if so, he never expected the 
system to be completed. He was apprehensive 
there was something wrong in the system itself. 
Move than twenty years ago, this sys'em was 
adopted upon the recommendation of a beard of 
officers, of which General Bernard was a member, 
and the whole expense to complete it was estima- 
ted, he understood, by the present Chief Engineer, 
to cost seventeen or eighteen millions of dollars. 
After twenty years had elapsed, and an expen- 
diture of over sixteen millions of dollars 
on the system, we are informed by the 
present Secretary of War and the Chief 
Engineer, that it will require a still further expen- 
diture of thirty-five miilions to complete the sys- 
tem; and he apprehended that, by the time the 
thirty-five millions were expended, we should have 
additional estimates for some fifty millions more. 
He repeated, there must be something wrong in the 
system itself—radically wrong; and he wasin- 
clined notto go further than completing and arm- 
ing the forts now building and finished, until some 
further examination or review of the sys'em could 
be had by Congress, and until the finances of the 
country were so adjusted ast» do away the ne- 
cessity of borrowing to pay the ordinary expences. 
For these reasons he had voted against the origi- 
nal bill introduced and passed in this House. 
For the same reasons he should vote against the 
amendments of the Senate, as weil as the ameud- 
ments of the Committee ef Waysand Means. One 
of the amendments ef the Senate, which had been 
rejected by the committee of this House, he would 
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cheerfully vote.for, if it could be modified and re- 
duced to a reasonable amount. The amendment 
to which he alluded, was the appropriation for an 
armory on the Western waters of $75,000. The 
amendment proposed to give the President the 
sum for the selection and purchase of a site for the 
armory. He was not inclined to give that power 
to the President. He thought the place should 
be selected, and a report to this House, that 
we might have an opportunity of judgng as 
as to the propriety of the selection, and whether 
we would pay the amount required. He had often 
voted for a similar proposition in this House, and 
was now anxious to have such a one adopied. As 
the amendment now stood, he could not vote for it. 
He preferred that Congress should select the place, 
and know the price, before the purchase was made. 
For present purposes, he supposed that five or ten 
thousand dollars would be amply sufficient. Even 


| this sum he was confident coud not be procured. 


It did not go to that favored section of the Union 
for which appropriations were made without stint. 
He could tell the member from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Inwin,] from many years’ experience ou such 
subjects on this floor, that constituted as the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means now is, he had but lit- 
tle to expect for that rection of the country west 
of the Alieghanies. On the whule Western fron- 
tier, where our citizens are more exposed than in 
any other section of the Union, not a dollar, he 
believed, was appropriated in this bill; whilst Baf- 
falo (the residence of the chairman of Ways and 
Means) is to get fifty thousand dollars for erect ng 
barracks, and purchasing ground around the bar- 
racks which they now have; and he presumed it 
was designed mainly to purchase the surrounding 
grounds for amore extended display of the troops 
stationed there. 

The amendments were further discussed by 
Messrs. TRIPLETT, W. W. IRWIN, PICK- 
ENS, anc FILLMORE. 

{Mr. GOODE of Onio, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that that committee had ex- 
amined the bill to revise and extend for a limited 
time the charters of certain banks in the Districi of 
Columbia, and had found the same to be correct. 
Whereupon the bill received the signature of the 
SPEAKER ] 

Tne amendments were further debated by 
Messrs. RHETT, TILLINGHAST, and TOM- 
LINSON— 

When Mr. HUNT (for the first time, he said, 
in his life, ani probably forthe last) moved the 
previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be 
taken. 

And the main question (being first on concuriing 
in the amendments reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means to the first amendment of the 
Senate) was then taken, and decided in the affirma- 
live: yeas 124, nays 72 

So the amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to the first amendment of the Senate 
was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the following 
amendment of the Senate, which was agreed to: 

“For the construction or armament of such armed steamers 
or other veesels for defence on the Northwestern lakes, as the 
President may think most proper, and as may be anthorized by 
the existing stipulations between this and the British Govern- 
ment, $100,000.” 

The question then recurred on the following 
amendment of the Senate, in which amendment the 
Committee of Ways and Means of this House had 
recommended that the House do not concur: 


“For surveys in reference tothe mi itary defences of the fron 
tier, inland and Atlantic, $30,000.” 

Mr. McKAY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

And the question was then put in the affirmative 
form (to. wit, Shall the amendment of the Senate be 
concurred in?) and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 90, nays 101. 

So the amendment of the Senate was not agreed 
to. 

And the question recurred end was taken on the 
following amendment of the Senate: 


“For arrearages due for roads, harbors, and rivers, where pub- 
lic worksand improvements have hitherto been made, and for 
the protection of public property now on hand at these places, 
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and for arrearages for surveys and completing maps authorized 


by actof March 3, 1839, $40,000.” 

Which said amendment was agreed to. 

And the questien then recurred on agreeing to 
the following amendment of the Senate: 


“For defraying the expenses of selecting and purchasing a 
site fora Western, Southwestern, or Northwestern armory, to 


be selected by the President of the United Siates, the sum of 
$75,000.” 


Mr, W. W. IRWIN asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House at this time to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senate, (with- 
cut which, he said, he hoped no member trom the 
West would vote for the latter.) 

Objected to. 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 79, nays 115. 

So the amendment of the Senate was not agrecd to. 

{Mr. GOODE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bils, reported that the committee had examined 
the joint resolution in relation to the light-beats 
now stationed at Sandy Hook and Bartlew’s Reef, 
and had found the same to be correct. And the 
resclution received the signature of the Speaker.} 

The question recurring on ordering the amend- 
ments of the Senate, as amended by this House, to 
be engrossed— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON 
amendment. 

Toe SPEAKER said it could only be done by 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. J. then asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer an amendment apprepriating the 
sum of $5,000 to defray the expenses ef se ecting 
a suilabie site for an armory on the Western wa- 
ters—report to be made thereon to the next session 
of Congress. 

Objections were made, 

And the question again recurring on ordering 
the amendments of the Senate, as amended by the 
House, to be engrossed — 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the first amendment of the 
Committee of Ways and Means had been agreed 
le. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to the Speaker that, 
to attain his end, the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr. Irwin] must go one vote further back, 
and move to reconsider the vote on the first 
amendment of the Senate as amended. 

The SPEAKER having so deeided— 

Mr. IRWIN moved to recon:ider the vote on the 
first amendment of the Senate as amended. 

On which motion Mr. I. demanded the previous 
question, And there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the reconside- 
ration) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 74, 
nays 119. 

So the vote was not reconsidered. 

And the amendments, as amended, were ordered 


to be engrossed and sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence. 


desired to offer an 


FISCAL CORPORATION. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, in 
the chair. ) 

On motion of Mr. S. the committee took up 
House bill No. 14, being a bill reported from the 
Select Committee appointed by this House on the 
subject of ithe currency, enti'led ‘A bill to incorpo- 
rate the subscribers to the Fiscal Bank of the Uniied 
States.” 

Mr. SERGEANT said that he would state to 
the commitiee what he mean’ to propose to them. 
The commi'tee would undoubtedly recollect the na- 
ture of the bill which had been reported by the 
Committee on the Currency some considerable 
time ago, and which was numbered “fourteen.” 
His intention was now to move to amend the bill 
by striking outzll after the enacting clause, and in- 
serug what he would send to the Chair. His in- 


tention, further, was to ask, upon this motion be- 
ing made, and certain amendments which he in- 
tended to propose being presented to the commilt- 
tee, that the committee should rise, in order that 
he might, in the House, move the printing of those 
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gmendments that they might be laid before the 
members of the House. And then, as soon as 
that was done, he would ask the House to go into 
Commitiee of the Whole on the Stale of the Union 
for the purpose of taking up the subject. 

Mr. WISE rose and expressed his wish that, be- 
fore any action should be taken on the amend 
ments, the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ser- 
@£4NT] Would state the contents of them as briefly 
and succinctly as he could. 

Mr. GILMER rose, he said, merely to ask that 
the amendments might be read before they were 
ordered to be printed. He would then be very 
glad to hear any explanation the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Serexant] might think proper 
to make. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said that it would be 
necessary to read the bill and amendments {rom 
beginning to end, before ordering the amendments 
to be printed. 

The Clerk thea read bill No. 14, with the amend- 
ments proposed by Mr. Serceanr. 

Mr. SERGEANT said that, as several inquiries 
had been made of. him with regard to this bill, he 
would now proceed to make a short statement, to 
show in what respects it differed from that recently 
before this House. He would say, first, that there 
were two or three verbal errors in this bill, and 
there were words, in two or three places, which he 
thought had better have ween left out, and which 
were intended to have been omitted by the com- 
mittee. There were several gentiemen in the pre- 
sent Congress who entertained extreme hostility to 
the word “Bank,” and, as far as he was concern- 
ed, he felt every disposition to indulge their feel- 
ings; and he had therefore endeavored throug hout 
this bill to svoid using the word “Bank.” If that 
word any where remained as applicable to the be- 
ing it was proposed to create by this law, let it go 
out—let it go out. Now the word “corporation” 
sounded well, (laughier,) and he was glad to per- 
ceive i? gave pleasure to the House. At all even’s, 
they had a new word to fight against. Now the 
difference between this bill and that which passed 
this House some days ago, would be seen by com- 
parison. The present differed from the other prin- 
cipally in three or four particulars, and there were 
some other parts of the bill which varie, in minor 
particulars, from that which had been before the 
House a few days ago. Those differences gentie- 
men would have no difficuity in discovering and 
understanding when the bill should have been print- 
ed. He would now proceed to answer the inquiries 
of gentlemen in reference to this bill. Mr. S. then 
stated the following as the substantial points of dif- 
ference between the two bills: 

1. The capital in the former bill was thirty mil- 
lions, with power to extend it to fifty millions. In 
this bill twenty-one millions, which power to ex 
tend it to thirty-five millions. 

2. The former bill provided for offices of dis- 
count and deposite. In this there are to be agen- 
cies only. 

3. The dealings of the Corporation are to be 
confined to buying and selling foreign bills of ex- 
change, including bills drawn in one State or Ter- 
ritory, and payable in another. There are to be 
no discounts. 

4. The title of the Corporation is changed. 

Mr. PROFFIT begged to be permitted to ask, 
whether the assent of the Siates was to be asked 
before the establishment of agencies within their 
limits, but he was roared down by cries of “Oc- 
der,” “Order,? “O.der.” 

Mr WISE raised the point of order that this 
bill was, in substance, the same as that which had 
yesterday been rejected, and that it conld not, 
therelore, be taken up; otherwise the constitutional 
provision might thus be evaded. 

After some conversation, the CHAIRMAN 
overruled the objection, on the ground that the 
measures Were not the same, though parts of them 
might be similar. 

No appeal being taken, the motion of Mr. Ser- 
GEANT Was put, and agreed to. 

And the committe rose and reported progress on 
the bill. 

Mr. SERGEANT moved that the amendments 
effered by him in commiitee be printed. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland moved to amend 
that amendment by adding, “and that every part 
of the amendments which is not literally contained 
in the original bill proposed to be struck out, shall 
be printed in italics.” 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the amendme it Ly 
adding, “and that the veto message be printed for 
the use of the members of this Honse.” 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said that the House 
had not got the veto message, and could not, there- 
fore, order the printing of it. 

And the SPEAKER ¢0 decided. 

After some conversation, Mr. W. C. JOHN- 
SON moved the previous question on the motion 
to print. 

And there was a second. 

And the main questioa (being on the printing) 
was ordered to be taken. 

The ameudment of Mr. Wituiams was voted 
down. 

And the motion of Mr. Serczrant was agreed 
to. 

£0 the amendments were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRONSON of Maine moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote of yesterday by which the accounts 
for the funeral expenses of the late President of 
the United States, Wm. H. Harrison, had been 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question; 
pending which, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, August 21, 1841. 

Mr. RIVES presented the plan of Alexander 
Hamilton fora fiscal agency; which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from citi- 
zeus of Lynchburg, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of any bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
citizens of New York, in favor of a bankrupt law; 
which was laid on the table. 


Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, reported the bill making appropria- 
tions for forufieations and the suppression of Indian 
hostilities, which had been amended in the House. 
The bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN, on leave, introduced a joint re- 
solution to adjourn Congress on Monday, the 30:h 
August; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. ~ 

The resolution submitied by Mr. Linn, request- 
ing the President to give notice to the British Go- 
vernment, under the convention of 1827, for the 
joint occupation of Oregon, &c. was then taken 


up. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said there was one subject of 
great importance connected with this matter, 
which, at a proper time, he meant to submit. He 
thonght our Indian relations were becoming of 
more and more interest every day, and would re- 
quire a separate and distinct department of the 
Government, in order that they might be exten- 
sively and variously considered. 

Mr. M. moved to amend the resolution so as to 
direct the Committee on Foreign Relations ‘‘io in- 
quire into the expediency of requesting the Presi- 
dent;” which having been acquiesced in by Mr. 
Linn, was agreed to, and the resolution was 
adopted. 

DISTRIBUTION BILL. 

The Senate then pioceeded to the consideration 
of the general order, being the bill to distribute the 
proceeds of the public lands among the States. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, afier referring to the 
disagreeable jength of yesterday's session, proposed 
that the amendments should be gt through with as 
little delay as possib'e; that he would then move 
that the amendmen’s shou!d be engrossed, and or- 
dered to be printed; and that then the question 
would come up on Monday on the enzrossment of 
the bill, when gentlemen would have a full oppor- 
tunity of expressing their opinions cn the merits of 
the bill. ’ 

Mr. KING considered this proposition as fair, 
proper, and liberal; it was what he himself hat 
proposed at 5 o’clock yesierday, and what he and 
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his friends bad been ready, at any time, to accede 
to. 
The bill was then taken up, the question pend. 

ing being on the amendment of Mr. McRogerts, 

(which was pending when the Senate adjourned 

yesterday) to adapt the amount of proceeds to be 

given to the States, to the increase or diminution 

of their population. 

Mr. McR. said that the Federal census was 
taken but once in every ten years. Now, within 
the next ten years there would be three or four new 
States admitted into the Union. In the new States 
a census was taken every five years. And his 
amendment proposed that, on receiving a copy of 
the census taken under State authority, certified by 
the Governor of the State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury should distribute to said State the ratable 
portion to which she was entiled by the provisions 
of this bill. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was disagreed to—ayes 13, noes 26. 

No other amendments being proposed, the bill 
was reported to the Senate; and the question on 
concurring in the amendments of the committee, 
coming up— 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested that the ques- 
tion be taken on the amendments collectively. 

Mr. EVANS wished to excent the amendment 
respecting the 2 per cent. funds of the States of Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama. 

Mr. WALKER then asked that the question be 
separately taken on each amendment, by ayes and 
noes. 

After some remarks by Mr. BUCHANAN and 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama, asseriing the justice of 
the claims of the two States, and the propriety of 
settling it in this bill, Mr. EVANS withdrew his 
proposition. 

Mr. PRENTISS hoped the amendments would 
be read over by the Secretary; whic was accord- 
ingly ordered. 

The Secretary then proceeded to read the amend- 
ments made as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BERRIEN offered the {following amend- 
ment: 

“ Provided, also, That if the rate of duty on im- 
ported articles shall be so regulated by law as af- 
ter the 20:\h June, 1842, to increase said rate of 
duty beyond 20 per cent. ad valerem, to be com- 
puted according to the provisions of the act of 2d 
March, 1833, the distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands provided for by this act shall 
cease during the exisience of such rate of duty, and 
shall be renewed whenever such rate of duty shall 
be reduced to 20 per cent. unless prohibited by the 
other provisions of this act.” 

Mr. BENTON was opposed to !egislation by 
Congress for hampering itself. Here was a pro- 
position which leftit in doubt, whether it was in- 
tended by it that articles of every kind, or of any 
kind, were tu be limited to twenty percent. duty, 
or whether an aggregate was to be taken, allowing 
some to be thirty per cent. and some ten or some 
forty, and others free. He was opposed to the 
amendment as well as to the whole bill. 

Mr. KING thought that the amendment merely 
said, in effect, that if the compromise act should 
be deparied from, then the distribution of the lancs 
must cease, and ifan amount of daty beyond 
twanty per cent. be levied, then the lands should be 
thrown into the Treasury. , 

Mr. BATES said the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Georgia made the distribution dependent 
on the rise and fall of the Treasury thermometer, 
But he did notconsider that there was any con- 
nection between the compromise act and the pub- 
lic lands, and he did not choose to consider one as 
dependent upon the other, but as separate and dis- 
tinct. He was, therefdre, opposed to it. 

Mr. BERRIEN differed from the Senator, and 
considered that, alihough the compromise act and 
this bill were distinct in their legal provisions, they 
run into the same consequences; and hence it was 
that he had offered his amendment. 

Mr. MANGU™M said he had voted against this 
amendment ye terday, believing no specific limita- 
tion Was mentioned. That has been now explain- 
ed; and, conceiving the amendment would be of 
no practical consequence, one way or other, as the 
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compromise act must be referred to for its own 
exposition, he would vote with bis friend from 
Georgia. 

Mr. WALKER said it was asseried by the gen- 
tlemen on all sides that they were opposed to viv- 
lating the compromise ac!; then why passa bill 
which will inevitably lead to its violation? What 
would be the consequence of voting down this 
amepdment? It would be considered as a solemn- 
ly recorded opinion of the Senate that though by 
carrying out this act, you will be compelled to vio- 
jate the compromise act, yel it will be carried out 
notwithstanding such violation. 

Mr. ARCHER was in favor of the amendment, 
and he informed those Senators who were the 
friends of the bill, that if they wished ils passage, 
they must adopt thisamendment. He spoke by 
authority when he said so. If they rejected the 
amendment they defeated the bill, and the odium 
would be upon their own heads. 

Mr. BATES said he acted here oa his responsi- 
bility, and was prepared to take the responsibility, 
and incur the odium of his acts; but for this amend- 
ment, pass the bill or reject the bill, he weuld no! 
vote. 

Mr. BENTON thought that the effect of the 
amendment in its present shape, would be to de- 
stroy all discrimination in levying duties. Articles 
of prime necessity, such as salt, sugar, coffee, mo- 
lasses, would be taxed at the same rates as wines, 
spices, perfumeries, and other articles of Juxnry. 
To this he was utterly opposed. 

Mr. WHITE was struck with surprise at the 
introduction of this amendment. He protested 
against being called upon to ratify an act of a 
former Congress, which stands like any oiher law 
upon our statute book. If whet was said by the Se- 
nator from Virginia on one side be true, that the re- 
jection of this amendment wiil occasion the loss of 
the bill; on the other side, its adeption will utterly 
astound the friends of the bill. For one, he would 
almostrather lose the bill than pass it with the 
amendment. 

Mr. ARCHER briefly replied to Mr. Waite. 

Mr. MOREHEAD regarded this amendment as 
nugatory, and as the consequence of its rejection 
would be the loss of the bill, he should vote 
for it. 

Mr. PRESTON trusted that the friends of the 
bill, whe were now about passing it, would accept 
the amendinent. 

Mr. PBENTISS said, though he was a friend of 
the bill, he must go against the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD would vote for the amendment 
in order to gratify a number of the frends of the 
bill, who wished to express their opinions in this 
form, without considering himself precluded from 
taking hereafler auy course in relation to the com- 
promise act which he might deem proper. 

Mr. RIVES thought the amendmeat in ils pre- 
sent sbape might be liable to misconception. The 
“rate of duty on imported articles” might becon- 
strued to mean the average rate of duties, so that 
some articles imported might pay a duty of five per 
cent., while others would have to pay thirty-five 
percent. Thus, a duty of five per cent. might be 
levied on articles consumed by manufacturers, and 
a duty of thirty-five per cent. on articles of the same 
value of their manufacture; and the duties on both 
together would, on an average, only be twenty per 
cent.—and yet the articles sold by the manufactu- 
rer would be protected by a duty of thirty-five per 
cent, and the articles consumed by him would be 
taxed by a duty of five percent. In this way the 
spirit of the compromise act would be effectually 
evaded, and a course of policy adopted so injurious 
and oppressive to the South as to reproduce those 
dissensions which the passage of that act had so 
happily allayed. 

Mr. BERRIEN disclaimed baving any such in- 
tention, and thought that the Senator from Virgi- 
nia had mistaken the scope of his amendment. 

Mr. RIVES thought that to avoid ail misunder- 
Stanuing hereailer, asto the meaning of the amend- 
ment, it would be better to be a little more expli- 
cit, and for this purpose he would sugges! the fol- 
lowing modification of the amendment: to strike 
out all after the word “Provided,” to 1833, inclu- 
sive, and insert—‘“That if a higher duty than 20 
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per cent. as estab! ished by the. act of the 2d March, 
1833, shall be laid on any articles to be levied af- 
ter the 30:h of June, 1842.” 

Mr. MERRICK said he never would vote for 
the amendment, if it was so modified. It might be 
necessary to raise duties on certain articles by way 
of reialiation for onerous duties levied on our pro- 
ducts in foreign nations. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he would not have 
said a word on this amendment, but for the modi- 
fication proposed by the Senator from Virginia. 
He would not say that he would vote azainst the 
bill if it was incorporated iato it, but he would vote 
against the amendment if it was so mo tified. 

Mr. KING said, if this amendment was not in- 
tended to mean what was suggested by the proposi- 
ton of the Senator from Virginia, it w es not worth 
afig. What did the South gain by it,if it did 
not? There was agood deal of a @rlatanism in 
this, and if there was any intention to evade the 
spirit of the amendment by its phraseology, he 
would consider it not worth bayieg, and would 
vole against it. He wanted ggntlemen to show 
their hands on this subject. The South had faith- 
fully observed the compromise aci, while the 
North was reaping its advantages, and they de- 
sired to know whether its violation was now con- 
templated. He would say, in advance, that he was 
willing tu give the manfacturers ef the country all 
the encouragement under 20 per cent. which dis- 
criminaticn w thin that sphere will afford them; 
but beyond that he weuld not go. 

Mr. MERRICK said he was willing to show his 
hand. He was for observing the compromise act, 
but he was not willing to tie his hands on the sub- 
ject of retaliatory duties. 

Mr. BERRIEN was sorry that his amendment 
should be jeoparded by the proposed modification 
of the Senator from Virginia, as he thought the 
amendment was wholly sufficient. He was op- 
posed to restricting the action of Congress as pro- 
posed by tbe Senator from Virginia, as duties 
bigher than 20 percent. might be necessary for 
purposes of retaliation, He proposed to the Sena- 
tor from Virginia to introduce into amendment of- 
fered by him (Mr. B ) the words, “for purposes of 
revenue.” Would thatsuit his views? 

Mr. RIVES expressed his dissent. 

Mr. BERRIEN then proposed that it should be 
added to the modification which the Senator from 
Virginia had suggested. 

Mr. RIVES siill dissented. The compromise act 
was explicit that no duty should be raised on any 
article for any purpose above 20 percent. The 
supulation is imperative. He and the other 
Southern Senators had an interest in preserving 
the compromise act inviolate under all cireum- 
stances; and under no other aspect would he 
consider the amendment of the slightest value. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the Senator from Virginia 
had referred to the compromise act. He would 
refer him to the history of the circumsiances at- 
tending its passage. ‘Phat Senator, myself, and 
all other Southern Senators, are interested in pre- 
serving the compact; but an attempt to extend it 
beyond its legitimate operation, was the most cer- 
tain way of depriving the South of its benefits. He 
desired to preserve the compromise act, but for 
this purpose he wished to restrict itin such bounds 
as would reuder it sacred in the eyes of Northern 
Senators. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama did not consider that 
the authors of the compromise intended that the 
duties on all articles, such as sugar, sali, &c. 
siould come up to 20 per cent. but that it should 
be the maxmum which would be laid on any arti- 
cle. As to retaliatory duties, it was the last sys- 
tem he wished to see this Governmeot embarked 
in. He was glad the Senator from Virginia had 
called their altention to the amendment, as without 
the modification proposed by him it was not worth 
any thing. He hoped that the modification would 
be adopted, or that the amendment would be 
voted down. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, that the amendment 
was necessary, without any excepiion, either for 
revenue, protection, or retaliation; else all the 
limitations in the compromise act would prove ut- 
terly worthless, 
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If you allowed duties to go above twenty per 
cent. for revenue, which might be done if needed 
for an economical administration of the Government, 
but not otherwise, most assuredly, the distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands ought there to 
stop. You should then, at all events, apply those 
proceeds to the diminution of the publie burthens 
imposed by the General Government, rather than 
let the tariff be augmented again to 25, 30, or 50 
percent. This seemed to be almost conceded on 
every side. Next, let me ask, would you allow 
the duties to be raised above twenty per cent. for 
mere protection and not for revenue? Did the 
compromise sanction thai? Or did common 
sense or sound political economy sanction it? 
Certainly not. If, then, an exigcney should ever 
arise where more than twenty per cent. is de- 
manded for protection, let the distribution at once 
ball, in order that the community may be relieved 
from greater taxation or other upprotecied articles, 
and the Treasury be supplied in part by the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands. 

But, agaia, gentlemen seem much alarmed, 
provided the tanff is not allowed to be raised 
above twenty per cent. for retaliation, if not for 
protection. Doubtful in utility as the system of 
retaliation may be in ils operauon, 1 am not one 
of those disposed to disarm Congress of the power 
t» retaliate by very high duties, whenever it shall 
appear to be demanded by seif respect as a nation, 
or by signal injus.ice perseveringly practised on us 
by others. This last amendment, however, takes 
away no such authority. But it merely provides, 
that if you raise duties above twenty per cent. for 
any, even such retaliatory purpose, you shall at 
the same time suspend the distribution; because 
you impose very high duties on some articles, 
which are intended as in a degree prohibitory, and 
shall, therefore, make up from the Jands any defi- 
ciency of revenue likely to be caused by such a 
policy. It must be remembered, likewise, that un- 
less this course be adopted, and an increase of da- 
ties for retaliation, as well as protection, be ac- 
companied by a suspension of the distribution, ail 
kinds of imposition can be practised, and the spirit 
of the compromise violated daily with perfect impu- 
nity; because, if retaliation to any and every extent 
is permitted, without any sloppage of the distribu. 
tion, every increase of duty will be proposed and 
defended on the ground of retaliation alone. The 
principle of the retaliatory system dees not require 
you to impose a higher duty on the same article; 
for, taking tobacco as an instance, we may wish 
only to export and not to import it. Hence an un- 
justly high duty on that article by some Govern- 
ments on the continent of Europe would be reta- 
liated here, not by a higher duty here on tobacco, 
bat on wines, or silks, or linens, or hemp, or iron, 
In short, it would se on something to reach some 
of our imports from the territory of that Govern- 
men’. Soif ourgrain is highly taxed, so as to be 
nearly excluded from England, we would place a 
retaliatory duty, not on grain, which we seldom 
import from any of her dependencies, but on cot- 
tons, wooilens, iron, or something else which she 
produces largely. Do not Southern gentlemen see 
thatin this way, when projection and only protec- 
tion was needed on some article imported from 
some foreign country, that article would be seized 
on and taxed highly under the pretended ground of 
retaliation? There will always be occasions enough 
for such disguises. Do notall see, too, that if per- 
mission is granted to raise the tariff high for either 
protection or retaliation, but not for revenue, with- 
out stopping the distribution, every increase of 
the tariff would be called an increase for protec- 
tion, if not for retaliation? 

Tae difficulties and embarrassments, not to say 
frauds, would, in this system, be numberless. The 
whole compromise would be overriden; and, how- 
ever heavy our burdens might become, they would, 
in such an event, never be be denominated taxes 
for revenue. 

How stands the original amendment, 
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then? 


Does it require this additional ciause to prevent 
evasions, and without any exceptions that might 
open the door to a host of impositions? Most 
surely. Why, sir, the original amendment would 
allow increases in the tariff, though not needed for 
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revenue, to be made in the teeth of the express 
prohibition in the act, that no duty, after June, 
1842, shall exceed twenty per eent. Whether for 
revenue, protection, or retaliation, an increased 
impost is allowed with impunity by that amend- 
ment, if other articles were kept lower than twenty 
per cent. so that on an average the whole duties 
will noi go beyond that rate. This would bea 
most delightful condition of things for the privi- 
leged class of manufacturers. It is for them, 
rather than the agriculturists, who constitute the 
great portion of the citizens of the State I he!p to 
represent—it is for the former c’ass, and they 
alone, for whom almost our whole tariff legislation 
has for years been devote!. Every thing, also, 
now and hereafter, seems destined tu bend to their 
aggrandizement. 

Thus, by the original amendment, you may at 
this very session push protection on the cottons, 
woollens, and iron, to even fifty per cent. if you 
take care on the raw materia!s, which enter into 
manufactures, or even on luxuries, to impose little 
or noduty. Because, then, the whole average du- 
ties on all the imports, might not exceed twenty 
percent. Thus, if you go down, it is with what 
benefits the manufacturers; and if you go up, it is 
with what benefits them. Both processes work for 
them, and both against consumers. What would 
the compromise, so construed, be worth to the 
latter 3 

This is not imagination, sir. It is solemn reali- 
ty in the present tariff, as well as in the principle 
of the proposed one, which has passed the other 
House. 

Thus, under the existing tariff, duties have been 
kept high, much above twenty per cent. on most 
of the pro.ected articles, such as iron and woollens, 
till the latest moment; while most of the Juxu- 
ries, the silks, were, long ago, some made free, and 
some at only ten per cent. the wines, put much be- 
low twenty per cent. anda large number of arti- 
cles used in various manufactures, made entirely 
free. Again, the great consumers of sugar, salt, 
and molasses, get little relief till the last six months, 
and after that, are to be kept up to the highest tax 
allowed on any thing, but the wearers of silks, and 
the drinkers of wine, and the manufactures of wool 
and leather, obtained relief years ago, and largely, 
by an immediate exemption from ail duty on seve- 
ral articles, in several cases, and from a high one, 
in most other cases, important to their interests. 

The operation of the tariff in these respecis, pro- 
posed at this very session, is also similar in its po- 
licy. So far from introduciog any relief to the 
agriculturists, by the twelve or fourteen millions 
worth of articles left free or ata low duty, it keeps 
up the highest impos' on the iron which aids to 
plough every acre—the highest on the salt of every 
table—the highest on the sugar and molasses used 
daily by the poorest—and, as if not content with 
these unequal burdens, imposes new and great 
taxes also on the tea and coffee of every log 
cabin, as well as every palace in the land. 

But, while doing this, what does it leave free? 
Hides to the extent of two millions imports a year, 
so as to aid the leather manufaciurers at the ex- 
pense of the farmers, whose herds of catile cover 
every hillside. 1 adapit, sir, the manufacturers of 
leather, in some few States, exceed in valu- all 
their extenzive cotions or woollens, iron or fishe- 
ries. Their owners are an important and a meriio- 
rious class, but what are they in importance or 
numbers, io the agriculturisis, who exist so 
abundantly in every State of the Union. Yet the 
former are directly and indirectly to be protected 
by leaving hides free, while the former is to be 
unprorected, and much that he raises left open to 
be cheapened io the lowest prices possible, and all 
tbat he consumes heavily and extensively,to ve 
taxed as high as the greatest luxury. 


His coarse wools are treated in the same man- 
ner in the proposed tariff. A’ first protected by the 
project oi the Secretary of the Treasury, they 
were obliged at last to kick the beam at the com- 
mand or influence of the manufacturers; and 
immense quantities of them undervalued, and 
really competing with great portions of what is 
raised in this country, are yearly to be introduced 
free, atthe virtual expense of the neglected far- 


mer, and for the benefits of the favored manu- 
fac urer. 

I pass over several other articles, such as flax- 
seed, made free also. But, among the other boasi- 
ed articles left free under the proposed system, 
several beside these are made so exclusively for 
the advantage of the manufacturer. Such are die 
woods and chemical dies” of various descriptions. 
Not con'ent with high duties for his aid alone, 
many of the low, ones, and the free articles, are 
made so also for his aid. 

Without going intoa further analysis of this 
topic atthe present moment, he is to be aided 
still further at the expense of the consumer, by 
having not only a nominal protection of twenty 
per cent. on manufactured articles, competing 
with his industry, but a home valuation of the fo- 
reign article, thus virtually raising the daty from 
20 to even 25 or 30 per cent. according to the 
views of some of the friends of the measure. This 
real addition to 25 or 30 per cent. under the new 
system, which will be in force in 1842, has got to 
be paid by the consumer on the greatest necessaries 
of life, though so'aced with the delusive hope that 
the highest duty he is paying will be only 20 per 
cent. 

Finally, sir, the manufacturer gets a protection 
still beyond all this, and equal, as he calculates, to 
8 to 10 per cent. more by the cash duties that will 
then be exacted, instead of credits. This he gets, 
too, from the consumer, and puts in his own 
pocket, without a dollar of it going direetly, as in 
the home valuation, into the public Treasury, and 
adding something in that way to the public reve- 
nue. Some benefit may be obtained by the Go- 
vernment in security against losses by the failure 
of indebted merchants under the credit system, but 
not a dollar in revenue, eo nomine, though the agri- 
culiural consumer will be obliged to pay 8 or 10 
per cent. more, for the benefit of the manufactu- 
rer, so highly otherwise privileged. 

It will thus be seen, whether we look to the ex- 
isting tariff, or to the proposed one, to the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Beraien.] orto the limitation of it contemplated 
by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] that if 
he admits any exception, the agriculturist and the 
consumer will be constantly sacrificed to the ma- 
nufac\urer; and this just as much when duties are 
lowered, it only on his raw material, as when they 
are raised on his rival manufactured article. It 
will further be seen that the tendency, if not the 
object, cf every change in our tariff legislation is, 
either open cr covert, to tax heavier the ccnsumer 
and the middling classes—the great masses, whose 
wan's should be as cheaply supplied as possible— 
and to augment still more the privileges of the pri- 
vileged and the gains of the rich. How much 
more will this be the case if we vote for the origi- 
nal amendment? I conjure, then, the planting and 
farming interest, to rouse from their false secarity; 
now or never is their rescue. If they do not make 
a stand ina case like this, it will be vain to at- 
tempt it on any future occasion. 

A‘ter some further remarks by Messrs. RIVES, 
KING, and BERRIEN, the latter declined accept- 
ing the modificatioa. 

Mr. RIVES then submitted his proposition as 
an amendment to that effered by the Senator from 
Georgia. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked that the amendment, as 
proposed to be amended by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, might he read. 

The Secretary read the amendment in the fol- 
lowing words: 

“ Provided, also, That if a higher duty than 20 per cent. as 
established by the act of the 2d March, 1833, shall be laid on 
any article to be levied after the 30th of June, 1842, the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands provided for by this act 
shall cease during the existence of such rate of duty, and shall 
be renewed whenever such rate of duty shall be reduced to 20 
per cent. unless prohibited by the other provisions of this act.’’ 

Tne question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Rives, and it was negatived—aye. 20, 
noes 24, as follows: 

Y&AS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulten, Henderson, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
Siurgéon, Tappan, Walker, Wocdoury, Wright, 
and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 


rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren. 
tiss, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—24. 

Mr. RIVES then declared his intention of voting 
against the amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the principle of average 
du'ies was a new interpretation of the compromise 
act. 

Mr. BENTON rose to say that the day when 
the Dis'ribution bill passes, the compromise dies. 

Mr. WALKER would be glad to have been 
able to have voted for this amendment, but the 
rejection of the amendment of the Senator from 
Virginia, in his opinion, made it worse than useless 
in keeping up the appearance of a restriction, 
while in fact there was no restriction atall. He 
should, therefore, vote against the amendment. 

The qvestion then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Berrien, 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved an adjournment. 

{Much laughter, and cries of “Ob, oh! another 
caucus necessary.” ] 

The yeas and nays were called for, and the ad- 
journment carried—ayes 25, noes 14. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, August 21, 1841. 

The journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was the 
motion made by Mr. Bronson of Maine, to recon- 
sider the vote by which the accounts for the funeral 
expenses of the late President of the United States, 
Gen. Wm. Henry Harrison, had been ordered to 
be printed. 

The immediately pending question was on 
the demand of Mr. Stanty for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. STANLY withdrew that motion. 

And Mr. BRONSON, after an explanation from 
himself and Mr. BOTTS, withdrew his motion to 
reconsider. 

FISCAL CORPORATION. 

Mr. SERGEANT offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That at 4 o’clock this day all debate in Committee 
of the Whole onthe bill (No. 14) to incorporate the subscribers 
to the “Fiscal Bank of the United States” shall cease, and the 
committee shal! then proceed to vote on the amendments then 
pending, on that may be offered to said bill; and the same shall 
thea be reported to the House with such amendments as may 
have been agreed to by the committee: Provided, That no- 
thing in this resolution shall prevent the committee from 


reporting the bill to the House at an earlier hourifit shall 
think fit. 


And Mr. S. moved the previous question. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the reso- 
lution by striking out “4 o’clock” and inserting “‘in- 
stanter,” remarking that they might as well have 
no time for discussion as the time designated in the 
resolution. 

.Mr. MORGAN hoped the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. SerGeant] would accept the amend- 
ment as a modification of his resolution, inasmach 
as the Opposition seemed so anxious to take the 
question, 

Tne SPEAKER said the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Rooseve.t] was not 
in order, the previous question having been called. 

Mr. CLIFFORD of Maine asked if it was in 
order for a member to move the previous question 
upon a resolution whica he held in his hand, be- 
fore it had been communicated to the House. 

The SPEAKER decided that the resolution was 
in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table, and asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. EVERETT and Mr. BIDLACK moved, 
simulianeously, a call of the House, which was 
ordered. 

And the roll having been called, 159 members 
answered to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been 
called, 199 members appeared to be present. 

On motion ot Mr. EVERETT, all further pro- 
ceedings on the call were dispensed with. 

And the question recurring on laying the resolu: 
tion on the table— ’ 
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Mr. PROFFIT ingqaired if it would be in order 
to amend the resolution by adding, “‘and that the 
gentleman shall also nominate who shail be allow- 
ed to speak.” 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was to Jay 
the resolution on the table, and that no amend- 
ment was in order to that motion. 

Mr. SERGEAN ¢ then modified his resolution 
so as to substitute “Monday” instead of “Satur- 
day” at 4 o’clock. 

And the question on the motion to lay the reso- 
jution on the table was then taken and decided in 
the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, 
Gilmer, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Hail, Harris, John 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Ingersoll, William . Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Littlefield, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
JT. F. Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parmen- 
ter, Pickens, Plumer, Proffit, Reding, Rhett, Riggs, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Shaw, Shields, Slade, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, 
Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Wattersen, Weller, Westbrook, 
James W. Williams, Wise, and Weod—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 8S. J An- 
drews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnaid, Biidseye, 
Black, Blair, Botts, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, 
Wm. Builer, W. B. Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
G. Davis, William C. Dawson, Deberry, Joha Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Thomas F. Fos- 
ter, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Green, Greig, Ma- 
bersham, Halstead, William S. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, 
Hunt, James Irvin, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrow, Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Shepperd, Simonton, Smith, Soillers, Sprigg, Stanly, 
stratton,A. H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
Joho B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tomlinson, Trip!eu, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, J. L. White, T. W. White, Lewis Wil- 
liams, C. H. Williams, J. L. Williams, Winthrop, Yourke, 
and John Young—110. 


So the resvlaticon was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the adoption 
of the resolution) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked to be excused 
from voting. The bill, he said, was a new bill, 
and had butjust been laid on the tables of mem- 
bers; and it was impossible for him, if the resolu- 
tion was adopted, to do justice to his constituents, 
to the country, or to himself. He hoped the House 
would excuse him, and he hoped that no true De- 
mocrat would record his vote on a proposition of 
this kind. If the minority had not rights on that 
floor— 

Mr. J. was called to order, and some confusion 
followed. 

A motion was made that Mr. J. have leave to 
proceed. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yeas 108, nays 84. 

So Mr. J. was aliowed to proceed. 5 

Aftera few further remarks from Mr. J. the 
question was taken, and the House refused to ex- 
cuse him from voting. 

When the name of Mr. TRIPLETT was called, 
that gentleman rose and desired to ask the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Cave Jonnson] whe- 
ther he had not voted for a gag-law in the New 
Jersey case, when there was testimony to be exa- 
mined to the extent of 700 printed pages? 

(Loud cries to order.] Question not answered. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN of Pennsylvania now 
rose to give his reasons for not voting upon the re- 
solution. Hebad nothing to ask from the cour- 
tesy of the House. He did not wish to be placed in 
a false position. He had heard no improper debate 
yet upon the ‘Fiscal Corporation,” nor could he 
tell, until. the debate proceeded, whether he would 
or would not take the bill out of committee on 
Monday afternoon. 

He asked to be excused from voting on the reso- 
lution, for reasons which he would give, if allowed. 
The bill, which the resolution, as at. first offered 
by the gentleman from Philadelphia [Mr. Sxn- 
GEANT] proposed to stop all discussion upon at 
40’clock this afternoon, and which is now modi- 
fied so as to extend it one day longer, was only 





laid upon their desks about half an hour before— 
not ten minu'es preceding the resolution prescribing 
the time when it way to be veied upon; and this 
bill contained thirty-eight pages. Nv one bad had 
an opportunity to read it, or knew what were its 
provisions. It was said to be a new measure—the 
creation of a new species of institation, a Fiseal Cor- 
poration, hitherto entirely unknown in this country, 
either in State legislation or that of this Govern- 
ment. How, then, can any member now, before 
he reads it, before he knows what it is, or what it is 
not, say that he will be fully prepared ‘o give his 
final vote upon it one or twodays. Why should 
he be made to say, before the discussion has been be- 
gun, before the first word isspoken, or even the 
bill itself brought under the consideration of the 
House, that he will, ata particular hour and mi- 
nute, vote upon it. Can any one tell now that he 
will then have fully examined, not only the bill, 
long as it is, but all the amendments that may be 
offered to ii? They might as well have been asked 
to vote on the bi!l yesterday, before they saw it, or 
on any other bill thatthe majority might introduce, at 
any time before they were seen or known. It was 
absurd to ask any one thus to commit himself, and 
no one could or would do it unless ferced so to do, 
who believed himself to be a being capable of 
reasoning and judging, and had the perceptions and 
faculties usually bestowed upon man. The ma- 
jority, said Mr. B. could finish the debate at any 
time they pleased; and if be found that it was un- 
profitable or unnecessary at any time, he would 
vote for its closing; but if it was calculated to en- 
lighten the minds of members, to make the bill 
better, or better understood, it ought not to be 
stopped at any given moment. If the bill was to 
be debated or passed upon as a measure of legis- 
lation affecting the people of the United States, it 
ought to be well considered; but if it was merely, 
as was said, or supposed to be,a measure to “head 
Captain Tyler”— 

The SPEAKER called Mr. Brown to order, be- 
cause he alluded to Captain Tyler, a high func- 
tionary of the country. 

Mr. HOLMES of South Carolina propounded 
the question to the Chair, whether a captain was 
ahigh functionary, although a general might be. 

Mr. BROWN said a Captain Tyler commanded 
a canal boat that sailed from Philadelphia to Pitts- 
burg. He knew no other captain of that name. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved that Mr. Brown be per- 
mitted to proceed in order. 

Mr. ARNOLD asked the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, and were—yeas 99, nays 91. 

Mr. BROWN, therefore, contiaued his remarks. 
He said he did not intend any disrespect to the 
high functionary, as assumed by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said he bad called the gentle- 
man to order for irrelevancy, and not for disrespect. 

Mr. BROWN said he was glad of it; for, as at 
present advised, the high functionary alluded to 
stood second to no man in his opinion. 

Mr. Brown was called to order. 


Mr. BROWN said if gentlemen would tell him 
what he could say, and be in order, he would be 
obliged to them. When he was stopped he was 
endeavoring to show to the House that he could 
not, knowingly or conscientiously, vote on the re- 
solution, because he did not know, and could not 
foresee, what course the debate would take—what 
was or might be shown to be the character of the 
bill, or of the amendments that might be offered. 
He said that if the bill was a bona fide 
measure of legislation to be passed into a 
law, to last for twenty years—to do all the 
good assumed by its friends, or the evil predicted 
by its oppenents—to affect his constituents and the 
county for weal and for wo, it could not be ma- 
tured in two days; and, in this view of the subject, 
he would vote against the resolution. Butif it was 
a measure merely to try the strength or develope 
the character of fractions of the dominant party, 
and the debate should be one of a mere political 
party broil, he might be disposed to stop it soon, 
for he could not agree that his time 
should be wasted, and the money of the country 
expended to promote the views of any political par- 
ty or ambitious demagogue. It might turn out to 
be a war between the Administration proper, at 





the other end of the avenue, and the A:iminisira- 
tion improper, at this end of the avenue; and there 
was abundant evidence that this was the only ob- 
ject of the bill. In this view of the subject he— 

The SPEAKER called Mr. B. to order for irre- 
leaancy. 

Mr. BROWN said, if the Sreaxer would tell him 
what would be in order, he would try to keep in or- 
der. He was giving his reasons for desiring to be 
excused, and he thought it was for the House to 
consider the relevancy, not the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said the gentieman from Penn- 
sylvania must take his seat. 

Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia moved that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania have Jeave to proceed in 
order. 

The SPEAKER said he would entertain no mo- 
tion in behalf the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Brown] until he obeyed the order of the 
House by taking his seat. 

Mr. B. then sat down. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on 
the motion that Mr. B. have leave to proceed; aad, 
being taken, were—yeas 84, nays 106. 

So Mr. B. was not allowed to proceed. 

Mr. BROWN said he would excuse himseif 
when the time came. 

Mr. RHETT of South Carolina, now rose to 
offer his reasons for asking to be excused from 
voting. He did so with all respect to the House; 
and, lest he should forget himself in the excitement 
of the time, he had written them down, and asked 
the House to permithim to put them upon the 
journal. His reasons were: 

1. Because the rule by which the resolution is 
proposed is a violation of the spirit of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, which declare that the 
freedom of speech and of the press shall not be 
abridged by any law of Congress. 

2. Because it destroys the character of this body 
as a deliberative assembly: a right to deliberate and 
discuss measures being no longer in Congtess, 
but with the majority only. 

3. Because it isa violation of the rights of the 
people of the United States, through their Repre- 
sentatives, inherited from their ancestors, and en- 
joyed and practised time immemorial, to speak to 
the taxes imposed on them, when taxes are im- 
posed. 

4. Because, by the said rule, a bill may be ta- 
ken up in Committee of the Whole, be immediate- 
ly reported to the House, and, by the aid of the 
previous question, be passed into a law, with- 
out one word of debate being permitied or ut- 
tered. 

5. Because free discussion of the laws by which 
the people are governed, is not only essential to 
right legislation, but is necessary to the preserva- 
tion of the Constitution, and the liberties of the 
people; and to fear or suppress it as the characte- 
ristic of tyrannics and tyrants only. 

6. Because the measure proposed to be forced 
through the House within less than two days’ 
consideration is one which deeply effects the in- 
tegrity of the Constitution and the liberties of the 
people; and to pass it with haste, and with- 
out due deliberation, would evince acontemptuous 
disregard of either, and may be a fatal violation 
of both. 

The vote was then taken upon excusing Mr. 
Raert, by yeasand nays, and there were: yeas 
82, nays 119. 

So Mr. R. was not excused. 

Mr. R. asked that his reasons might be entered 
on the Journal. 

The SPEAKER said it was not now in order. 

Mr. STANLY desired to know whether the pa- 
per just read hed the usual conclusicn, viz. that 
unless this request was complied with, the gallant 
people ef “Beaufort and Colleton districts, in the 
sovereign State of South Carolina, would dissolve 
the Union.” If this conclusion had been omitted, 
Mr. 8S. hoped that it would be entered on the Jour- 
nal also. 


The SPEAKER said that Mr. Stanty was not 
in order. 
Mr. RHETT said that he would answer any 
question the gentleman might please to put. 

After Mr. RHETT had read his protest to the 
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resolution, Seciion and anamacidl Guat ik toight ho entanl Tt inachanmse taseieh ciaciaiemendemaedter U eaeaumencie a Suen ane requested that it might be entered 
upon the record— 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky rose and asked him if 
he had not voted for a similar resolution to the one 
under consideration during the first session of the 
last Congres: 

(Mr. Ruert replied: No, never !] 

Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana, asked to be ex- 
cused from voting, and spoke as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, in given my reasons to the House 
for making this request, I have no disposition to 
speak out oforder. And asl shall not thank the 
Chair, or any member on the fic or, for calling me 
to order, when I am not out of order, I beg leave 
to refer to the rule of the House under which I 
claim the privilege of giving my reasons. 

Here the SPEAKER interrupted, 
would be out of order to read the rule. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Well, sir, I will state the rule 
from memory, without reading it. As well as I 
recollect, the rule says: ‘And any member request- 
ing to be excused from voling, may make a brief 
verbal statement of the reasons for making such re- 
quest.” Now, sir, I have a right, under this rule, 
to state in a brief manner, the reasons that induce 
me to ask to be excused. 1 contend that I am not to 
be confined to the statement of such reasons as 
would induce the members on this floor, or the 
Speaker in the chair, to vote to excuse me. ‘That 
would pot be a proper interpretation of the ruje. I 
would like to know how the Speaker in the chair, 
or the members upon the floor, can know what rea- 
sons induce me to ask to be be excused. I, there- 
lore, coniend that as long I confine myself to the 
statement of the reasons which induce me to make 
this motion to be excused, neither the Speaker 
nor any other member, has any right to call me to 
order unless they will undertake to say that in my 
mode of speech I lack brevity, for that is the only 
part of my speech of which they have a right, un- 
der the rule, to judge? 

Then, Mr. Speaker, I ask to be excused from 
voling, because it is impossible for me now to say, 
whether, on Monday next, I shall be ready to vote 
on this ‘Fiscal Corporation;” or whether, at that 
time, I shall be willing that all debate shall cease 
on this new proposition. Such a vote was never 
before asked of any member of a deliberative body 
ov earth. Sir, this debate has not yet commenced. 
How, then, can I now say whether I shall er shal/ 
not, at that hour, be ready to vote on this question? 
Again, I ask to be excused, because I learn, by 
a publication, purporting to be written by a 
member of the committee who reported this bill, 
aad printed in one of the daily papers of this city, 
that the Whig members of this House, intended to 
getupa a which proposition I suppose to 
be this bill, for the purpose of heading the Pre- 
sident of the United States. 

The SPEAKER decided Mr. Kennepy to be 
out of order, stating that all his remarks had been 
out of order. 

Mr. KENNEDY appealed from the deci-ion of 
the Chair, and asked to state the grounds upon 
which he appealed. 

The SPEAKER decided that the appeal could 
not be argued, because the previous question had 
been called, and ordered on the passage of the re- 
solution. 

Mr. KENNEDY demanded that the reasons 
upon which he was ruled out of order, should be 
put in writing, and placed on the journal. This 
was refused. 

The question was then taken on the appee by 
ayes and noes; and the decision of the Cha esus- 
tained by a party vote. 

A motion was then made that Mr. Kennepy 
have leave to proceed in order. 

The question was taken by ayes and nays; and 
liberty to proceed, refased by a pariy vote. 

If he had not been, by force of numbers, stopped, 
he would have said, la: k to be excused from voting 
oa this question, until { can learn what is meant 
by this plan «cf heading the President. I want to 
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in subsiance the same? Or whether this threat of 
heading is to be turned into a beheading. Again, I 
ask to be excused from giving so hasty a vote on 
this unheard of proposition to incorporate the Na- 
tional Treasury? Yes, sir, this bill not only con- 
tains the enormous proposition to incorporate the 
Treasury, but it moreover proposes to embrace in 
this corporation a few favorite stockholders, who, 
like rats, are to glut themselves and grow fat on the 
people’s money, until they have fairly eaten out their 
substance. And, lastly, 1 ask to be excused now, 
because your tyrannical rules, aided by the opera- 
tion of this resolution, this is the only time I can 
possibly get to raise my voice in giving the alarm 
to my constituents, to look well to it time to save 
those vampires from fastening like leeches to the 
Treasury of the nation, from which it will be im- 
rossible to loose them, until they have sucked the 
last drop of blood from the body politic. 

Mr. BOTTS inquired of the Speaker whether it 
was in order on this floor to refer to a private let- 
ter, which had been surreptitiously obtained and 
printed in ihe newspapers of the day. 

The SPEAKER said the remarks were entirely 
out of order. 

Mr. BOTTS. Gentlemen may leave that sub- 
ject to me; I will take care of it. 

Mr. BROWN of Pennsyivania said the gentle- 
wee from Indiana [Mr. Kexnepy] had alluded to 

a public paper; be mentioned nothing about a 
lever. 

The question *was then put upon the appeal, 
“Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the House?” and was decided in the affir- 
mative by yeas 121, nays 60. 

Mr. BROWN of Pennsylvania moved to permit 
the gentleman from Indiana to proceed. 

Mr. BOTTS wished to offer a general resolution 
to excuse all who desired to be excused from vot- 
ing on the resolution. Objected to as not being in 
order. 

The yeas and nays were now demanded upon 
permitting Mr. Kennepy to proceed, and were, 
yeas 83, nays 104. 

So Mr. K. was not allowed to proceed. 

Mr PICKENS rose and said: “It is now mani- 
fest, from the votes which have been taken, that 
the House does not intend to excuse any member 
from voting. And as enough has been done to 
call public attention to the odious resolution pro- 
posed to be adopted, our object will have been at- 
tained; and I respectfully suggest to our friends to 
go no further in this proceeding. 

[Cries of “Agreed, agreed.’’} 

The question on the adoption of the resolution 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Ayciigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Botts, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, J. 


Brown, William Butler, William B. Campbell, T. J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, Staley N. 
Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, G. Davis, William 
C. Dawson, Dean, Deberry, J. Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, 
Fillmore. A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, 
Patrick G. Goode, Grahain, Green, Greig, Habersham, Halsted, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, J. Irvin, James, J.P. Kenne- 
dy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Benja- 
min Randall, A. Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Smuh, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Si omg A. H. H. Stuart, J. T. 
Suart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, R. W. 
Phouipson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, W —— Warren, Washington, E D White, 
J. L. White, Tho. Williams, L. Williams. C. H. Wil. 
liams, Winthrop, Yorke, A. Young, and John Young—116. 
NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bid- 


lack, Bowne, Aaron V. Brown, (Burke, William O. Butler, John 
Campbell, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, Cross, 
Richard D. Davis, John B. Dawson. Doig, Eastman, Joha C, 


Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Fornaace, Gerry, Gilmer, 
Gordon, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hopkins, Houck, 
Ilouston, Hubard, Ingersoll, William W. Irwio, Jack, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Lewis, Littlefield, A. McClellan, Me Kay, Mallory, 
Marchand, T. F. Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Newhard, “Par- 
menter, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Ramsey, Reding, 
Re neher, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Shaw, Shields, 
slade, Sayder Sprige, Steenrod, Sumpter, Sweney, Turney, 
Ward, Watterson, Weiler, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, Wise, 
and Wood—76. 
So the resolution was adopted. 





subscribers to the Fiscal Bank of the Uniteg 
States. 

Mr. SERGEANT then offered the amendments 
indicated by him yesterday, first moving to strike 
out all after the enacting clause. 

Mr. Sereeant then addressed the committee in 
explanation and support of the bill up to the expi- 
ration of his hour. 

Mr. WISE obtained the floor, and addressed 
the commitiee in oppositien to the bill, and on the 
subject of the veto, the catinet, &c. &e. 

The hour having elapsed— 

Mr. TURNEY rose and moved to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that this motion 
took precedence over the motion of Mr. Szr- 
GEANT. 

Whereupon Mr. WISE rose, and, being recog- 
nised by the Chairman, was proceeding to address 
the committee during asecond hour. 

A question of order arose, which resulted in the 
decision of the CrarrRMan that, the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Tourney) being a 
new motion, and the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise) ‘having first addressed the Chair, and 
been recognised by it, the latter gentleman was en- 
titled to proceed. 

No appeal was taken. 

Mr. WISE proceeded in his remarks. 

After Mr. W had closed, 

‘ Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky obtained the 
oor. 

The committee then rose, and reported pro- 
gress. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked leave to introduce a reso- 
lution, declaring that if Congress chartered a fiscal 
agent, it should reserve the power to repeal the 
same whenever it saw fit. 

Objection was made, 

And the House adjourned. 


3-3 We are happy to state that Mr. James 
Cooper of Pennsylvania, who has been absent 
fiom this city for some time past, in consequence 
of sickness in his family combined with severe 
personal indisposition, again appeared in his seat 
in the House of Representatives on Saturday af- 
ternoon. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, August 23, 1841. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communi- 
cation from the Seeretary of the Treasury, cover- 
ing areport from the General Land Office, made 
in compliance witha resolution of the Senate of 
tbe 18:h instant, calling for the amount of lands 
surveyed and ready for sale, &c. since March, 
1841. 

The report, insubstance, stated that the quanti- 
ty of lands surveyed and prepared for market, but 
not offered for sale, amounted to 8,469,567 acres; 
that the quantity which bad been offered for sale 
since 4th March last, amounted to 584,369 acres. 
It further stated that the quantity of public lands 
offered for sale in 1837 amounted to 133,180 acres; 
in 1838, 19,135,773; in 1839, 9,739,512; in 1840, 
6,141,983 acres. 

Mr. BENTON observed that these returns con- 
firmed what he had suspected, that the lands were 
kept out of market fer the purpose of creating a 
deficiency of revenue, to ve supplied by loans and 
taxes, and to create a larger fund for distribution 
under the land bill, and that the distribution bill 
was already virtually in force. The time tor ad- 
vertising the public lands was in the spring; and 
the time for the sales was in the fall. Thos, during 
Mr. Van Buren’s alministration, the average 
amountof the lands offered for sale from March to 
August was about nine millions of acres; and this, 
including the year 1837, the year of universal 
bank suspensions, when the sales were conse- 
quently diminished; exclusive of that year, and 
ihe amount advertised for the three last years, 
was an average of twelve millions of acres; now 
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